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Editorial

WHAT lies ahcad fDr the Seventh-
day Adventist Church in 1990 and

beyDnd? God is drawing back the curtain
that we may see and understand this
prophetic crisis hDur.

"We are standing upon the threshDld
Df great and sDlemn events. Prophecies
are fulfilling. Strange, eventful histDry is
being recorded in the books Df heaven.
Everything in our world is in agitation.
There are wars and rumDrs Df wars. The
naliDns are angry, and the time Df the
dead has cDme, that they ShDUld be
judged. Events are changing tD bring
about Ihe day Df God, which hasteth
greatly. Only a mDment Df time, as it
were, yet remains. But while already
nation is rising against nation. and king-
dom against kingdom, there is not now a
general engagement. As yet the fDur
winds arc held until the servants of God
shall be sealed in their fDreheads. Then
the powers Df earth will marshal their
forces for the last great baltle." Testimo-
nies, vol. 6, 14

"Satan is wDrking tD the utmost tD
make himself as God and tD destroy all
WhD Dppose his power. And today the
wDrld is bowing befDre him. His power
is received as the pDwer Df God. The
prophecy Df Ihe RevelatiDn is being ful-
filled, that 'all the wDrld wDndered after
the beast.' Revelation 13:3." Ibid.

We are $landing, watching the clos-
ing scenes Df probatiDn fDr the human
race-and fDr God's remnant church.

Events are changing SD swiftly nDw
in our world that even experienced
newsmen are baroed, and wDrld leaders
are confused. Satan has surely CDme
dDwn tD God's faithful and lDyal peDple
with great wrath because he knDws he
has but a very shDrt time:

"Therefore rejoice, yc heavens, and
ye that dwell in them. Woe tD the
inhabiters Df the earth and Df the sea!
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for the devil is come dDwn untD YDU,
having great wrath, because he knDw-
eth that he hath but a shDrt time."
RevelatiDn 12:12

He is very angry with a peDple whD
are diligently seeking after righteousness
with all their heart, soul, and body. See
Jeremiah 29:13. He is especially angry at
those WhD are explicitly Dbedient tD
God's orders (cDmmandments) fDund in
the Bible and the Spirit Df PrDphecy:
')\nd the dragDn was wroth with the

WDman, and went tD make war with the
remnant Df her seed, which keep the
commandments Df God, and have the
testimony of Jesus Christ." Revelation
12:17

There is now great evidence that the
Spirit Df God is being withdrawn from
the earth-plagues, judgments, and
great calamities by land, sea, and air.
God's prDphet speaks tD us in this final
hDur:

"We are living in the time Df the end.
The fast-fulfilling signs Df the times
declare that the cDming Df Christ is near
at hand. The days in which we live are
solemn and important. The Spirit Df God
is gradually but surely being withdrawn
frDm the earth. Plagues and judgments
are already falling upon the despisers Df
the grace Df God. The calamities by land
and sea, the unsettled state o[society, the
alarms of war, arc portentous. They fore-
cast approaching events of the greatest
magnitude.
"The agencies of evil arc combining

their forces and consolidating. They arc
strengthening fDr the last great crisis.
Great changes are soon 10 take place in
our world, and the final movements will
be rapid ones.

"The cDndition of things in the world
shDws that troublDus times are right
upon us. The daily papers are full of
indicatiDns Df a terrible conflict in the
near future. Bold robberies are Df
frequent occurrence. Strikes are com-
mon. Thefts and murders are committed
on every hand. Men possessed of de-
mDns are taking the lives of men,
women, and little children. Men have
become infatuated with vice, and every
species Df evil prevails." Ibid., vol. 9, 11

Startling events in Europe have cap-
tured our attentiDn the last few months;
the walls of communism are crumbling,
even Russia itself is being fDrced tD
adDpt SDme fDrm Df demDcracy. The
pDpe has flexed the muscle Df the
papacy. The bishDps were tDld tD get the
people intD the streets. They Dbeyed and
60 years Dfcommunist tyranny bowed tD
the Dnslaught Df CathDlicism. The
deadly wDund Df RevelatiDn 13 is about
tD IDse its scab and be cDmpletely healed.

The persecutiDn Df GDd's peDple
which was seen during the ]260 years Df
papal power is soon tD be re-enacted as
men today write the final Chapter Df the
great CDntroversy. Soon even the final
specificatiDns Df Daniel's prophecy will
be histDry. ')\nd at that time shall Mi-
chael stand up, the great prince which
standeth fDr the children Df thy peDple:
and there shall be a time Df trouble, such
as never was since there was a nalion
even to that same time: and at that time
thy people shall be delivered, every one
that shall be fDund written in the book."
Daniel 12:1

Many Df GDd's faithful, IDyal, and
Dbedient peDple will be thrust intD
prisDn and called tD stand befDre magis-
trates tD answer fDr their faith. Many will
be martyred fDr refusing the mark Df the
beast. See Revelation 20:4; Maranatha.
199

Only an internatiDnal crisis stands
between us and the enfDrcement Df Sun-
day laws. The world is crying peace and
safety, and God will answer with sudden
destructiDn; Dnly the Dbedient will sur-
vive. See 1 ThessalDnians 5:3

May God help us nDw tD make Dur
preparation so that our characters may
reflect the image Df Jesus SO perfeCtly
that we can receive the seal, the approval
Df the living GDd, and live with Jesus in
His eternal kingdDm fDrever. This is my
prayer. I!!I

RON SPEAR-EDITOR
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God Give Us Men
I N the early years ofmy ministry I helda rather naive misconception about
leadership. I thought that men made little
difference to the progress of God's
work, that just about any man placed in a
cerlain position would cause the work to
thrive and grow. Experience has re-
quired me to surrender that opinion. I
have been forced to recognize that, since
God works for men through men, the
placing of the right person in a cerlain
position can have enormous inOuence

on the progress of God's work. The
opposite is also true. I recall a certain
Conference president who tried to re-
solve the problem of a nonproductive
worker by arranging with another Con-
ference president for an exchange.

A few months later thc president said
sadly, "I traded a sick horse for a sick
cow."

Men do make a difference-to the
nation as well as to the church. (The term
men as used in this article refers to

human persons-men and women.) II
must have been this awareness that
moved Sam Walter Foss to write in rhe
ComingAmerican:

Bring me men to match my mountains;
Bring me men to match my plains,
With new eras in their brains.

Bring me men to match my prairies;
Men to match my inland seas;

Men whose thoughts shall prove a highway
up 10 ampler destinies;

Pioneers to cleanse thought's marshlands,
And to cleanse old error's fen;

Bring me men to match my mountains-
Bring me Men!

If the cry of the nation is Bring me
men to match my mountains, surely the
appeal of the church is Bring us men 10
match our meSS<1ge! We have the greatest,
grandest message that the world has ever
known, and OUf urgent need, our des-
perate need, is for mcn and women-
leaders-who can rise to the <:<111 and
meet the challenge of that message. In a
few months delegates of the world
church will convene in a General Confer-
ence to choose leaders for the next five-
year period, a time frame within which
vitally imparlanl decisions will have to
be made as world events keep Ihrusting
momentous issues upon us. If there were
ever a time when the right kind of leaders
were needed, that time is now.

BUI what, specifically, do we mean
by "the righl kind of leaders"? What are
the essential qualifications? Let us turn
to the Scriptures for an answer. We may
learn much by studying the experience
of the leaders of Israel.

OUf first observation is a reinforce-
ment of our basic premise, thai leaders
make a difference. The inspired record
makes clear thalthe stature and stance of
a leader has often meant either salvation
or damnation to thousands of people.

it came to pass, when Re-
hoboam had established the kingdom,
and had strenglhened himself, he for-
sook the law of the Lord, and all Israel
wilh hilll." 2 Chronicles 12:1; emphasis
supplied in all quotations

"So Manasseh made Judah and Ihe
inhabitants of Jerusalem to err, and to
do worse than the heathen, whom the

Ralph Larson, a retiredpastor, last served as
chairman of the Church alld Ministry De·
partmetll of the Seventh.day Adventist Thea·
logical Seminary, Far East

Larson11--------
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Their erratic, oscillating course between belief
and unbelief, obedience and disobedience,
caused them to spiral steadily downward, with
dire consequences for Israel, as well as for
themselves

Lord had destroyed before the children
of Israel." 2 Chronicles 33:9

In Prophets and Kings, page 332,
Ellen White writes of "the apostasy of
11lflltiwdes who might have remained
true to God had the leaders in Judah set
before them a right example."

Four Kinds of Leaders In Israel

Our second observation is that the
leadcrs of Israel divide rather naturally
into four categories. At one extreme of
the scale are the Openly Apostate, who
deliberately "caused Israel to sin," and at
the opposite extreme the Heroically
Faithful, that extraordinary group of
whom Scripture records no failure and
no fault. Next to these is a group who
could be called the Great, those who
made some mistakes, but recovered,
righted their course, and went on to
make great contributions. Between these
and the Openly Apostate is the most
tragic group of all, the Might-lJave-
beens-gifted leaders who should have
excelled, but who were wavering, er-
ratic, and unstable, and who miserably
failed.
This state of affairs C<1USes us to

wonder, Why? Is there a common factor,
a pallero, a correlation that extends
through the experiences of all four
groups, and which explains the sucoesses
as well as the failures? Yes, there is-a
clear and easily recognizable correlation.

lIeredity?

n,e differenoes are not due to hered-
ity. The leaders in all four groups shared
in the benefits of Abraham's lineage. If
we may judge from the brilliance of
intellect commonly found among the de-
scendants of Abraham, even in OUf time,
Abraham's IQ must have been awesome.

And, on the more immediate level of
heredity, there were evil sons of good
fathers, and good sons of evil fathers.
Good king A.sa was the son of evil
Abijah; good Joash was the son of evil
Ahaziah; good Hezekiah was the son of
evil Ahaz; and good Josiah was the son
of evil Amon.

Conversely, the tragic Solomon was
the son of the great King David; evil
Jehoram was the son of good Jehosh-
aphat; evil Ahaz was the son of good
Jotham; and evil Manasseh was the son
of good Hezekiah. So-the explanation
i; not to be found in heredity.

Environment?

Actually, there was very little differ-
enoe in these leaders' environment. Israel
is a small country with only limited varia-
tions in climate and topography. The
correlation is not to be found here.

But we need not search far to find it.
The common factor that extends through
the experiences of the members of all
four groups was the counsels ofGod. It
is apparent that to the extent the leaders
put their confidence in these counsels
and followed them, to that extent they
succeeded, even excelled. To the extent
that they turned from God's counsels,
pUlling their confidence in human rea-
son and in human wisdom, they moved
toward disaster.

Group Ooe-The Openly Apostate

The experiences of this group need
not detain us. Their rejection of the coun-
sels of God was well-nigh complete, and
some even did violence to the messengers
of God. Their very names have become
synonyms for evil, and the ruin that they
brought upon Israel testifies clearly to the
disastrous results of their exaltation of
human reason and judgment above the
counsels of God. In this group we see
Ahab and all but two of the other rulers of
the Northero Kingdom, as well as Ahaz,
Manasseh, and others in Judah. To them
the fateful words may be applied, "He
caused Israel to sin,"

Group Two--The Might-have-beens

These are the tragic individuals-
leaders who had the same advantages of
heredity and natural endowment as the
great and the heroic (who was more
gifted than Solomon?), but who were
erratic, unstable, and changeable. At
times they followed the counsels of the
Lord, and at other times they turned
from those counsels to walk according to
the wisdom of man. They could have

been mightily used of God; they could
have made great contributions to His
cause, if they had been fUlly commilled
to do His will. Instead, their erratic,
oscillating course between belief and
unbelief, obedience and disobedience,
caused them to spiral steadily down-
ward, with dire consequences for Israel,
as well as for themselves.

Group Three-The Great

These are the leaders who experi-
enced some failures and some faults, but
repented, accepted the discipline of the
Lord, and went on to make great con-
tributions, Here we see Abraham,Moses,
Elijah, David, and many others. Here we
may hope to see ourselves, since few of

us would lay claim to a position among
those who were guilty of no failure. The
experiences of this group may encourage
us. In spite of our shortcomings, we may
yet be of value to the cause ofGod, ifwe,
like these leaders, ean bring ourselves to
be humble and teachable.

Group Four-The Heroes

These are the truly exceptional lead-
ers of whom the inspired commentaries
record no failure and no faull. The rea-
son is clear. Like Caleb and Joshua, they
"wholly followed the Lord." Here we
see Joseph, whose firm decision that he
would be true to the God of his fathers
brought the result described in Patri-
arc/.s and Prophets, page 214:

"The sights and sounds of vice were
all about him, but he was as one who saw
and heard not."

Here is Daniel, who is described in
Prophets and Kings, page 546, as "un-
wavering in his allegiance to God, un-
yielding in his mastery of self."

''A man of like passions as ourselves,
the pen of inspiration describes him as
without faull." Ibid.

Here is Elisha, of whom we read:
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What will be the result if, in our puny human
wisdom, we endeavor to match wits with this
master mind, strengthened by 6,000 years of
study and experience?

"He upon whom had fallen in full
measure the spirit resting upon Elijah,
had proved faithful to the end. Never
had he wavered. Never had he lost his
Irust in the power of Omnipotence."
Prophets and Kings, 263

Here is Josiah, who "did that which
was righl in the sight of Ihe Lord ... and
declined neither to the right hand nor to
the left." 2 Chronicles 34:2

There arc olhers ofwhom Inspiralion
records no faults, but this group-the
Heroes-is comparatively small. Yet it is
most impressive. In their experiences the
results of following all the counsels of

the Lord without exception are even
more dramatic lhan the awful results
which came to the Openly Apostate
when they rejected those counsels. Had
there been more leaders like these-the
Heroes-the history of Israel would
have been vastly different.

The Common Factor

Beyond question, the common factor
in Ihe experiences of all these leaders
was their relation to the counsels of
God. It was their anitude toward those
counsels that determined whether they
would bring bane or blessing to the
thousands under their influence, moving
them toward either salvation or damna-
tion. The slature and stance of a leader
can indeed mean eternal life or eternal
death to many followers.

The Failure Factor

Whether we look at the few failures
of the Great or the many disastrous
failures of Ihe Might-have-beens, we
find that the pcn of inspiration lraces
them to a common cause.
Salll: He "chose 10 acl independently

of God." Patriarchs andProphets, 636
David: "It was the spiril of self-

confidence and self-exaltation that pre-
pared the way for David's fall. ... He
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began to trust to his own wisdom and
might." Ibid., 717

Solomon: He "had begun to lose
sight of the Source of his power and
glory.... Self-confidence increased, and
he sought to carry out the Lord's purpose
in his own way." "He began to trustless
and less in divine guidance and blessing,
and to put confidence in his own
strength."Prophets and Kings, 54, 55

Rehoboam: "Had he placed his trust
wholly in God, he would have developed
strength of character, steadfast faith, and
submission to the divine requirements.
But as time passed, the king put his trust

in the power of position and in the
strongholds he had fortified." Ibid., 93

Jereboam: He "failed to make God
his trust," and "determined to follow a
way of his own choosing." Ibid., 99, 102

Asa: His "long record of faithful
service was marred by some mistakes,
made at times when he failed to put his
trust fully in God." Ibid., 113

Uzziah: He was "a living example of
the folly of deparling from a plain 'Thus
saith the Lord.' " Ibid., 304

lIezekiah: "Pride and vanity took
possession of Hezekiah's hearl." Ibid.,
344

Zedekiah: "With no fixed purpose
to do evil, he was also without resolutIon
to stand boldly for the right. Convicted
though he was of the value of Ihe coun-
sel given by Jeremiah, he had nOI the
moral stamina to obey; and as a con-
sequence he advanced steadily in the
wrong direction." [bid., 458

The correlation is clear. The failure
factor is unmistakable. God's cause re-
quires leaders who will follow God's
counsels. Like the ringing of a bell or
the sounding of a gong comes the oft-
repeated message: To tum from the
counsels of God to follow the wisdom
of man is to invite disaster.

We need not wonder at this result.
Consider the following descriptions of
the intellectual powers of Lucifer:

"Thou sealest up the sum, full of
wisdom." Ezekiel 28:12

His is a "gianl intellect" (The Great
Controversy, 670), "thai master mind,
which, nexl to Christ's, was first among
the hpsts of God." Patriarchs and
Prophets, 36

His intellectual powers are nOI
equaled by those of any angel (sec The
Great Controversy, 495), nor by those of
any man. See The Desire ofAges, 219

"Satan has great advantages. He
possessed the wonderful intellectual
power of an angel, of which few form
any just idea:' Testimonies, vol. 2, 171

"Satan is a masler workman" (ibid.,
172), "a skillful general" (The Great
Controversy, 518), "a deceiver and a
skillful charmer" (Testimonies, vol. 1,
551), "a cunning and powerful enemy"
(ibid., 304), "an artful, deadly foe."
Counsels to Teachers, 325

"Since his fall ... he has been grow-
ing more artful, and has learned the most
successful manner in which to come to
the children of men with his templa-
tions." Testimonies, vol. 1, 342

"During his experience of nearly six
thousand years he has lost none of his
skill and shrewdness. All this lime he has
been a close observer of all that concerns
our race." Ibid., vol. 2, 172

"He uses the accumulated knowl-
edge of ages in executing his malicious
designs." Ibid., vol. 4, 207. "Satan well
knows the material with which he has to
deal in the human hearl. He knows-for
he has studied wilh fiendish intensity for
thousands of years-the points most
easily assailed in every characler." Palri-
arc/IS and Prophets, 457. "The power of
Satan now to tempt and deceive is ten-
fold greater than it was in the days of the
apostles." Spiritual Gifts, vol. 2, 277

"Many a mind of superior intellec-
tual attainments is now being led captive
by his power" (Testimonies, vol. 4, 422),
for "he can pervert their judgment, their
sight, and their hearing" (ibid., vol. 3,
351), and he "cannot be repulsed by
human wisdom or power alone." The
Seventh·day Adventist Bible COl1l1Jlen·
lOry, vol. 6, 1119

"He is ready and able to teach those
who rejecllhe counsel ofGod." Testimo-
nies, vol. 2, 172

He "will exercise his power to a
wonderful degree upon the present
generation." Ibid., vol. 1,341-342

What will be the result if, in our puny
human wisdom, we endeavor to match
wils with this master mind, strengthened



There is no insanity so dreadful, so hopeless, as
that of following human wisdom, unguided by
the Spirit of God

by 6,000 years of study and experience?
What would be the result if a boy with a
wooden sword entered into combat with
an experienced veteran of many battles,
armed with a sabre of the finest steel?
Such an unequal contest could have only
one end.

It is an even more unequal contest
that is urged upon us when men pro-
pose that the Spirit of Prophecy coun-
sels do not apply to our time. If true, we
must do the best we can with human
judgment and human reason in the
operation of OUT churches, our schools,
our hospitals, and our pUblishing

houses. The devil has a thousand ways
in which he can outmanipulate and out-
maneuver us. We either meet his power
in the strength of God and through the
counsels of God, or we arc defeated
before we start. This is the reason the
counsels were given to us.

"If we plan according to our own
ideas, the Lord will leave us to our own
mistakes." The Desire ofAges, 369

It cannot be denied that in recent
years there have been an increasing
number of decisions that were based on
the idea that the Spirit of Prophecy
counsels do nOl apply to our time. We
arc even now beginning to reap the
ruinous resulls of such misguided
policy. We have planned according to
our own ideas, and the Lord has left us to
our own mistakes.

Is There Yet Hope?

Is there yet hope for the institutions
that were brought into existence through
the counsels of God, and whose founda-
tions were laid in sacrifice?

YES, tF we place into office the right
ki nd of leaders-men to match our mes-
sage, men who will value heavenly wis-
dom above earthly wisdom, who will
not presume to depart from a "Thus
saith the Lord" for any reason what-
soever.

No, IF the opposite kind of leaders
arc elected-men who will accept the
specious casuistries that are being ad-
vanced as reasons 10 lay aside the coun-
sels of God, and thereby cause disasters
to follow one another in swift succession.

"111e most difficult and humiliating
lesson that man has to learn is his own
inefficiency in depending upon human
wisdom." Review and Herald, vol. 3,
621

"There is no insanity so dreadful, so
hopeless, as that of following human
wisdom, unguided by the Spirit ofGod."
Patriarchs and Prophets, 658

As we look ahead a few months, we
realize that the delegates to the General
Conference of 1990 will be facing an
awesome responsibility. Our church ap-
pears to be coming to a crossing of
roads, a crisis in the Great Controversy
experience. The future and the fate of
institutions, perhaps even of the church
itself, will be enormously affected by
choices and decisions made at this great
meeting. Let us pray that no man or
woman will be placed in office who is
wavering, erratic, or unstable in relation
to the Scriptures and/or the Spirit of
Prophecy, and that we may be spared the
ruinous results of human reasoning inde-
pendent of God's counsel.

In the days of earth's trouble before
us, God says:
"I will make a man more precious

than fine gold; even a man than the
golden wedge of Ophir." Isaiah 13:12

Give us men to match our message-
"Men who will not be bought or sold;
Men who in their inmost souls are true
and honest; Men who do not fear to call
sin by its right name; Men whose con-
science is as true to duty as the needle to
the pole; Men who will stand for the
right though the heavens faiL" Educa-
tion,57

God, give us Men. I@!!

Melange
Bob Vun Kannon

Subject: No Self-replicating RNA

Science News, June 17, 1989, 372,
opened an article with these words, "In
answering the question of how life
began, biologists can offer only
plausible stories." The article goes on to
note that in ordel fOI life to have
evolved spontaneously, there would
have to have been a form of RNA
(ribonucleic acid) which could "dupli-
cate itself without the complex replicat-
ing enzymes used by cells. Researchers
have found no such self-replicating
molecules in nature."

Now let's put our thinking caps on.
lf evolution were a fact of the universe,
such self-replicating RNA would have
had to exis\. Furthermore, it would then
duplicate itself fairly incessantly, leav-
ing us with a 101 of it. But researchers
nOl only cannot find any trace of any
self-replicating RNA, neither can they
synthesize such a compound in the
laboratory. Thus self-replicating RNA
does not exist and never has existed.
Hence spontaneous evolution never
happened.

Subject: Chlorinated Water

Research by the federal government
shows that the use of chlorinated water
increases the incidence of both heart
disease and cancer. It is true that chlori-
nating water does defeat outbreaks of
typhoid fever, and this may far out-
weigh the harm done in raising cancer
rates. But if you are interested in keep-
ing your body healthy to provide a
temple for the Holy Spirit, you will
want to consider gelling the chlorine
out of your water. 'Mtterwhich is boiled
for five minutes, or left to stand ex-
posed to the air for twenty-four hours,
will lose most of its chlorine content.
Ibid., 342

April 1990 Ollr Firm Foundation 7



Let This Mind Be in Yon
ON December 8, 1854, Pope Pius IX

pronounced and defined the dogma
of the immaculate conception. It said
"that the Blessed Virgin Mary in the first
instance of the conception by a singular
privilege and grace granted by God, in
view of the merits of Jesus Christ, the
Saviour of the human race, was pre-
served from all slain of original sin."l

This dogma was intended to destroy
the belief that Jesus was born into the

human family with the same physical
and spiritual disabilities as all other men.
Indeed, the Catholic Church teaches that
Jesus Christ was conceived without
original sin, "ipso facto, free from the
taint of original sin.'''' This dogma was
designed to ensure that Christ could not
have inherited original sin through His
mother. Mary did not have "sin removed
from her soul," the church declares, "it
never was in her sou1."3

This teaching presents a major prob-
lem to students of the Word, for He-
brews 2:14-18 states:

"Forasmuch then as the children are
panakers of flesh and blood, he also
himself likewise took pan of the same;
that through death he might destroy him
that had the power of death, that is, the
devil; and deliver them who through fear
of death were all their lifetime subject to
bondage. For verily he took not on him
the nature of angelS; but he took on him
the seed of Abraham. Wherefore in all
things it behoved him to be made like
unto his brethren, that he might be a
merciful and faithful high priest in things
penaining to God, to make reconciliation
for the sins of the people. For in that he
himself hath suffered being tempted, he
is able to succour them that are tempted."

Christ defeated sin on our behalf by a
hard-fought baule. He had to fight it in
OUf armor. "For we have not an high
priest which cannot be touched with the
feeling of our infirmities; but was in all
points tempted like as we are, yet
without sin." Hebrews 4:15

Later in the book of Hebrews (9:14),
Paul makes it clear that it was "through
the eternal Spirit" that Christ was able to
offer "himself without spot." His total
willingness to be led by the Spirit and
not to do His own will was the source of
His victory over sin.

The Catholic dogma of the immacu-
late conception also presents another
confrontation with Scripture. John, in his
first epistle to the church, states: "Hereby
know ye the Spirit of God: Every spirit
that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come
in the flesh is of God: and every spirit that
confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come
in the flesh is not of God: and this is that
spirit ofantichrist, whereof ye have heard
that it should come; and even now al-
ready is it in the world." 1 John 4:2-3

"The great work of redemption could
be carried out by the Redeemer only as
He took the place of fallen man. When
Adam was assailed by the tempter, none
of the effects of sin were upon him, but
he was surrounded by the glories of
Eden. But it was not thus with Jesus, for,
bearing the infirmities of degenerate
humanity, He entered the wilderness to
cope with the mighty foe.'"

Ellen G. White further stated the
Seventh-day Adventist position when

Gordon A. Lee is the cO<Jrdilwtor of Island
National Leadership Developmentfor the Saudi
Pacific Division afSeventh-dayAdventists.
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Adventism and Walter Martin

He came and took the flesh of sin that this
family had brought upon itself by sin, and
wrought out salvation for them, condemning
sin in the flesh

A four-part series dealing with the influence of Walter Martin on the
Seventh-day Adventist Church appeared in Our Firm Foundation from
November 1989 through February 1990. These articles provided many
Adventists with their first insight into the remarkable influence exerted on
our church by the well-known "Bible Answer Man" of radio fame. The
inlercsl with which this series was received has led us to reprinl these four
articles. Advelllism and Walter Martin is available now as a forty-page
booklet. The suggested donation for a single copy is just $1.10; in quantities
of fifty or more copies, just 55Q:. Please include an additional rifteen percent
($1 minimum) for postage and handling.

she wrote "Clad in the vestments of
humanity, the Son of God came down to
the level of those He wished to save. In
Him was no guile or sinfulness; He was
ever pure and undefiled, yet He took
up::m Him our sinful nature."5

She further emphasized this point in
an article printed in the Review and
Herald: "Christ, the spotless Son of
God, honored humanity by taking upon
Himself fallen human nature.'>(i

W. W. Prescott preached, stating such
truths as: "He came, not where man was
before he fell, but where man was after

he fell," and "He came and took the flesh
of sin that this family had brought upon
itself by sin, and wrought out salvation
for them, condemning sin in the flesh,"
and "To redeem man from the place into
which he had fallen, Jesus Christ comes,
and takes the very flesh now borne by
humanity: He comes in sinful flesh, and
takes the case where Adam tried it and
failed."7

He further stated: "and notice, it was
in sinful flesh that He was tempted, not
in flesh in which Adam fell.'"

Upon hearing Prescoll's powerful
preaching on Christ's life and ministry,
Ellen White expressed approval:

uThc Lord has sent Prescott, he is no
empty vessel, but full of heavenly
treasure. He has presented truths in clear
and simple style, rich in nourishment.''9

She also said: "The Lord has visited
Prescott in a special manner and given
him a special message for the people....
The truth flows forth from him in rich
currents; people say the Bible is now a
new revelation to them:'lO

"Those who since the MinneaJX>lis
meeting have had the privilege oflistening
to the words spoken by the messengers of
God, A. T. Jones, E. J. \\\lggoner, and
W. W. Prescott. ... Heaven's light has
been shining. The trumpet has given a
certain sound.... Light has been shining
upon justification by faith and the im-
puted righteousness of Christ.'"

"Seeing then that we have a great
high priest, that is passed into the
heavens, Jesus the Son of God," seeing
He was taken from among men that He
might have compassion on the ignorant
and the wayward, "let us therefore corne
boldly unto the throne of grace, that we
may obtain mercy, and find grace to help
in time of need." "He was tempted in all
points like as we are, yet without sin."
Hebrews 4:14, 16, 15

It was through the Holy Spirit that
Jesus was able to offer Himself without
spot to God. See Hebrews 9:14. His

submission to the inner workings of the
Holy Spirit, permilling the third member
of the Godhead full control in His
human frame, gave Him the victory over
every sin. It was this faith in the Holy
Spirit which kept Him from falling while
He walked this earth clad with man's
sinful nature. This is the mind that is to
be in us-the mind that was in Christ
Jesus. This mind-set cannot surrender to
the lusts and desires of sinful flesh, but is
"strengthened with might by his Spirit in
the inner man." He "is able to do exceed-
ingly abundantly above all that we ask or
think, according to the power that work-
eth in us." Ephesians 3:16, 20

In his first epistle, John was also able
to state with confidence, "Whosoever is
born of God doth not commit sin, for his
seed remaineth in him: and he cannot
sin, because he is born of God." "For
whatsoever is born of God overcometh
the world: and this is the victory that
overcometh the world, evcn our faith."
3:9; 5:4

Jude adds confidently, "Now unto
Him that is able to keep you from falling,
and to present you faultless before the
presence of his glory with exceeding
joy." Jude 24; emphasis supplied

Because of this amazing provision.
Paul admonishes the believers, "Put ye
on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not
provision for the flesh, to fulfill the lusts
thereof." Romans 13:14. In other words,
don't make excuses for sin. There is a
way of escape.

The people whom God is calling out
in the last days to proclaim the final,
threefold message to a dying world arc
recognized as commandment keepers
and as having the faith of Jesus. Revela-
tion 14:12

Faith in God's provision to lift them
out of submission to the lusts of sinful
flesh and to be victorious like Jesus-
this truly is the testimony of Jesus. I!!I
1 The Catholic E1Icyclopedia, vol. 7, 674-675
2: Ibid., 676
3 Ibid.
4 E. G. While. Bib/e Echo. November 15, 1892
5 Ibid., AprilS, 1897
6 E. G. White, Review and Herald, vol. 3. 397
1 W. W. Prescoll. "The Word Became Flesh,"
quoted in R.31ph Larson, The Word Was Made
Flesh. 92-93

8 Ibid., 93
9 E. G. White, unreleascd ICllers, quoted in Lar-
son, 89
IOlbid.,88
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Perils ofthe End-time Church

work of the last thirty-six years from
above or from beneath?" Ibid., vol. 5,
64-65

Just now, we again have another
crisis in the church. We have traded the
distinctive medical missionary work
given us by the Lord for the world's
acute health-care practices, and now we
are faced with the possibility of the
multi-billion-dollar bankruptcy of our
Adventist Health Systems. Will we yet
say that her words are not relevant for
our day? She prophesied that the very
last deception ofSatan would be to make
of none effect the testimonies of the
Spirit of God. See Selected Messages,
book 1, 48

To say that we believe her to be a
prophet when we do nOi explicitly fol-
low the instructions given her by God is
to finally reject the Holy Spirit. She
speaks to us in 1990:

"There are some in these last days
who will cry: 'Speak unto us smooth
things, prophesy deceits.' But this is nOi
my work. God has set me as a reprover
of His people; and just so surely as He
has laid upon me the heavy burden, He
will make those to whom this message is
given responsible for the manner in

D o we as Seventh-day Adventists world. Soon an awful surprise is coming which they treat it. God will not be
understand that prophecy is being upon the inhabitants of the world. Sud- trifled with, and those who despise His

fulfilled in our church and in our world denly, with power and great glory, work will receive according to their
each day? Are we aware that probation Christ will come. Then there will be no deeds. I have not chosen this unpleasant
will close suddenly and unexpectedly time to prepare to meet Him. Now is the labor for myself. It is not a work which
for both the world and Seventh-day time for us to give the warning mes- will bring to me the favor or praise of
Adventists? See The Seventh-day Ad- sage." Ibid., vol. 8, 37 men. It is a work which but few will
ventist Bible Commentary, vol. 7, 989. Let us not now say that God's words appreciate. But those who seek to make
Do we realize how rapid the last move- of rebuke and counsel were only for the my labor doubly hard by their misrepre-
ments really are, or have the cares of crises in the church and in the medical scntations, jealous suspicions, and un-
this life and materialism lulled us into missionary work at Batlle Creek. She belief, thus creating prejudice in the
carnal security? warns us: minds of others against the Teslimonies

"Thank God, all will nOi be rocked to "Yet now when I send you a tesli- God has given me, and limiting my
sleep in the cradle of carnal security. mony of warning and reproof, many of work, have the matlerto setlle with God,
There will be faithful ones who will you declare it to be merely the opinion of while [ shall go forward as Providence
discern the signs of the times. While a Sister White. You have thereby insulted and my brethren may open the way
large number professing present truth the Spirit of God. You know how the before me. In the name and strength of
will deny their faith by their works, there Lord has manifested Himself through my Redeemer [ shall do what [ can....
will be some who will endure unto the the Spirit of Prophecy. Past, present, and My duty is not to please myself, but to
end." Testimonies, vol. 5, 10 future have passed before me. I have do the will of my heavenly Father, who

After the turn of the century, Ellen been shown faces that [ had never seen, has given me my work." Testimonies,
White was inspired by God to pen these and years afterward [ knew them when I vol. 5, 679-680
prophetic words to the remnant church: saw them. [ have been aroused from my We must now confess we arc on very

"My heart is filled with anguish sleep with a vivid sense of subjects dangerous ground when we continue to
when I think of the tame messages borne previously presented to my mind; and I disregard the counsel of God, this
by some of our ministers, when they have written, at midnight, letters that greatest of gifts to God's last-day
have a message of life and death to bear. have gone across the continent and, ar- church.
The ministers are asleepi the lay mem- riving at a crisis, have saved great dis- She describes the conditions that
bers are asleep; and a world is perishing aster to the cause of God. This has been would be found in the church just before
in sin. May God help His people to my work for many years. A power has the end:
arouse and walk and work as men and impelled mc (0 reprove and rebuke "In concluding this narrative, I
women on the borders of the eternal wrongs that I had not thought of. Is this would say that we are living in a most
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If the power of Satan can come into the very
temple of God and manipulate things as he
pleases, the time of preparation will be
prolonged

solemn time. In the last vision given me.
I was shown the startling faci Ihat but a
small portion of those who now profess
the truth will be sanctified by it and be
saved. Many will get above the simplic-
ity of the work. They will conform to the
world, cherish idols, and become spiritu-
ally dead. The humble, self-sacrificing
followers of Jesus will pass on to perfec-
tion, leaving behind the indifferent and
lovers of the world.
"I was pointed back to ancient Israel.

But two of the adults of the vast army
that left Egypt entered Ihe land of
Canaan. Their dead 1:x>dies were strewn
in the wilderness because of their trans-
gressions. Modern Israel are in greater
danger of forgetting God and being led
into idolalCy Ihan were His ancient
people. Many idols are worshiped, even
by professed Sabbathkeepers. God espe-
cially charged His ancicnt people to
guard againsl idolatry, for if they should
be led away from serving Ihe living God,
His curse would rest upon them, while if
they would love Him wilh all their heart,
with all their soul, and with all their
might, He would abundantly bless them
in basket and in store, and would remove
sickness from the midst of them." Ibid.,
vol. 1,608-609

Again, the Lord's messenger ex-
plains how apostasy would begin and
develop in Adventism:

"The enemy of souls has sought to
bring in the suppoSition that a great
reformation was to take place among
Seventh-day Adventists, and that this
reformation would consist in giving up
the doctrines which stand as Ihe pillars
ofour faith, and engaging in a process of
reorganizalion. Were this reformation to
take place, what would result? The prin-
ciples of Iruth thai God in His wisdom
has given to the remnant church, would
be discarded. Our religion would be
changed. The fundamental principles
that have sustained the work for the last
fifty years would be accounted as error.
A new organizalion would be estab-
lished. Books of a new order would be
written. A system of intelleclual philOSO-
phy would be introduced. The founders
of this systcm would go into the cities,
and do a wonderful work. The Sabbath,
of course, would be lightly regarded, as
also the God who created it. Nothing
would be allowed to stand in the way of
the new movement. The leaders would
teach that virtue is better than vice, but
God being removed, they would place
their dependence on human power,

which, without God, is worthless. Their
foundation would be built on Ihe sand,
and storm and tempest would sweep
away the structurc.

"Who has authority to begin such a
movement?" Selected Messages, b<x:lk
1,204-205

The prophet of the Lord tells us that
Satan, through his agents, will attempt to
keep the beautiful message of righteous-
ness by faith from the people. Thai is the
devil's master plan. See Evangelism,
190, 196; Testimonies, vol. 6, 17-18;
Gospel Workers, 161-162; Review and
f1erald, vol. 2, 121. Satan has placed a
counterfeit in our midst, saying that we
can be saved in sin. He knows that when
the church receives the experience of
viclOry over sin, his power will be
broken.

Shortly after the tragedy of the Min-
neapolis conference of 1888, Ellen
While wrote these prophetic words:

"At the greal heart of the work, Satan
will use his hellish arts to the utmost. He
will seek in every possible way to inter-
pose himself between the people and
God, and shut away the light that God

would have come to His children. II is
his design to keep Ihem in ignorance of
what shall come upon the earth."Review
and Herald, vol. 2, 354

In a personal letter to O. A. Olsen,
the General Conference president, she
wrote:

"If the p:>wer of Satan can come into
Ihe very lemple of God and manipulate
things as he pleases, the time of prepara-
tion will be prolonged." 71,e Ellen G.
White 1888Moterials, 1525

What would happen if Satan were to
succeed in interposing himself belween
God and His people today? In Selected
Messages, book 1, 204-205, Inspiration
outlines the progression his work would
follow:

1. Satan would attempt to bring in a
great pseudoreformation, and finally a
counterfeit latter rain.

2. This "reformation" would cause
us to compromise our doctrines-the
landmarks of God's church.

3. Our religion would then be
changed.

4. Some of the old waymarks, the
fundamental principles thai have been
the foundation stones of Adventism,
would be accounted as error.

5. Books of a new order would be
written to substanliate a different theo-
logical philosophy.
6. A system of intellectual philoso-

phy would be introduced.
7. The founders of this philosophy

would go into the cities and do a great
work.

8. The Sabbath would, however, be
lightly regarded (not kept according to
Isaiah 58:13).

9. Nothing would be allowed to
stand in the way of this new movement.

10. The leaders would teach that
virtue is better than vice.

11. But, being separated from God,
they would depend on human power,
which, without divine power, is worth-
less.

12. Instead of following the explicit
counsel of the Spirit of Prophecy, com-
mittees would use their own judgment.

13. With their foundations thus built
on sand, the storm of the final shaking
would sweep the structure away.

Is not the fulfillment of this proph-
ecy now before the church?

Again the servant of the Lord was
shown this picture of the church in the
last days:

"A company was presented before
me under the name of Seventh-day Ad-
ventists, who were advising that the
banner or sign which makes us a distinc-
tive people should not be held out so
strikingly; for Ihey claimed it was not
the best policy in securing success to our
institutions. This distinctive banner is to
be borne through the world to the close
of probation. In describing the remnant

April 1990 Our Firm Foundation 11



A new life is coming from Heaven and taking
possession of all God's people. But divisions
will come in the church

people of God, John says, 'Here is the
patience of the saints: here are they that
keep the commandments ofGod, and the
faith of Jesus.' Revelation 14:12. This is
the law and the gospel. The world and
the churches are uniting in harmony in
transgressing the law of Goo, in tearing
away God's memorial, and in exalting a
sabbath that bears the signature of the
man of sin. But the Sabbath of the Lord
thy God is to be a sign to show the
difference between the obedient and the
disobedient. I saw some reaching out
their hands to remove the banner, and to
obscure its significance:' Selected Mes-
sages, book 2, 385

The distinctive banner, the Sabbath,
that we have held up before the world
for so many years will not be kept by
God's people in the careful manner des-
ignated by Scripture. "If thou tum away
thy foot from the sabbath, from doing
thy pleasure on my holy day; and call the
sabbath a delight, the holy of the Lord,
honourable; and shalt honour him, not
doing thine own ways, nor finding thine
own pleasure, nor speaking thine own
words." Isaiah 58:13

Many, many Seventh-day Adventists
are keeping a holiday, not a holy day;
Saturday and not Sabbath. The Sabbath
is a day to worship our God, our Creator
and Redeemer. Only those who truly
worship God by keeping the Sabbath
holy here will keep it in the earth made
new. It is God's great sign to show the
difference between the obedient and the
disobedient. The faithful and loyal Sab-
bathkeepers also give the third angel's
message (Revelation 14:9-12), the
greatest warning ever recorded in Scrip-
ture, to a world which has made void the
law of God, spurning His Sabbath.

Again, God portrays future develop-
ments in the crisis facing His church:

"The Lord has a controversy with His
professed people in these last days. In this
controversy men in responsible positions
will take a course directly opposite to that
pursued by Nehemiah. They will not only
ignore and despise the Sabbath them-
selves, but they will try to keep it from
others by burying it beneath the rubbish of
custom and tradition. In churches and in
large gatherings in the open air, ministers
will urge upon the people the necessity of
keeping the first day of the week. There
are calamities on sea and land: and these
calamilies will increase, onc disaster fol-
lowing close upon another; and the little
band of conscientious Sabbathkeepers
will be pointed oul as the ones who are
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bringing the wrath ofGod upon the world
by their disregard of Sunday." Review
and Herald, vol. 1, 405

Nehemiah was a reformer. He was
called of God to re-establish the old
landmarks of truth in the church. That is
the work so much needed today.

The church is now being severely
shaken. Two parties are now developing
in the church, the obedient and the dis-
loyal. Let us remember that truth does not
divide; but when truth meets with error,
error then divides. "Suppose ye that I am
come to give peace on earth? I tell you,
Nay; but rather division." Luke 12:51

The division in the church may be
the greatest sign of the end and of the
soon coming of our Lord. A new power
is coming from above to the faithful and
loyal. Divisions have already come and
two parties are developing. life is
coming from Heaven and taking posses-
sion of all God's people. But divisions
will come in the church. Two parties will
be developed. The wheat and tares grow
up together for the harvest." Selected
Messages, book 2, 114

We arc warned that we have far more
to fear from within the church than from
without. See ibid, book 1, 122. Our
worst persecutors will be apostatized
Seventh-day Adventists. See Testimo-
nies, vol. 5, 463; The Great Con-
troversy, 608

The majority of Seventh-day Ad-
ventists will finally desert the faithful
and loyal, and join the enemy. See Tes-
timonies, vol. 5, 136; vol. 8, 41

'\0\5 the storm approaches, a large
class who have professed faith in the
third angel's message, but have not been
sanctified through obedience to the
truth, abandon their position and join Ihe
ranks of the opposition. By uniling with
the world and panaking of ils spirit, they
have come (a view matters in nearly the
same light; and when the test is brought,
they are prepared to choose the easy,
popular side. Men of talent and pleasing

address, who once rejoiced in the truth,
employ their powers to deceive and mis-
lead souls. They become the most bitter
enemies of their former brethren. When
Sabbathkeepers are brought before the
courts to answer for their faith, these
apostates are the most efficient agents of
Satan to misrepresent and accuse them,
and by false reports and insinuations to
stir up the rulers against them." The
Great Controversy, 608

Then many ofour great lights will go
out; few great men will be among us
when the work finishes. See Testima-
nies, vol. 5, 80-82

This is God's remnant church. It will
go through, severely shaken, but
purified and triumphant.

God's prophet again reveals our pre-
sent and future condition:

"I asked the meaning of the shaking I
had seen and was shown that it would be
caused by the straight testimony called
forth by the counsel of the True Witness
to the Laodiceans. This will have its
effect upon the heart of the receiver, and
will lead him to exalt the standard and
pour forth the straight lruth. Some will
not bear this straight testimony. They will
rise up against it, and this is what will
cause a shaking among God's people.

uI saw that the testimony of the True
Witness has not been half heeded. The
solemn testimony upon which the destiny
of the church hangs has been lightly
esteemed, if not entirely disregarded. This
testimony must work deep repentance; all
who truly reeeive it will obey il and be
purified." Early Writings, 270

Oh, may we each one take the coun-
sel of the True Witness to heart, laying
our broken souls before Him that we
may receive healing. May we each one
claim the forgiving and Iransforming
power of His blood, that in the end,
having our robes of character purified
and made white, we may stand unshaken
in the time when everything that can be
shaken will be shaken. Ij



NewsWatch
by Jack Kendall

T HE "rebirth o[ religious rilual takes
many forms-from the private

pilgrimages of individual worshipers
who quietly leave one church or syn-
agogue [or another with more liturgical
practices, to a bucking of denomi-
national traditions by a growing number
of clergy who incorporate ancient
ceremonies into their services. And
while it is occurring in a wide variety of
settings, the most vivid examples are to
be found in the pews and pulpits of E

V angelieal Protestanl churches where
high-church liturgy stands in sharp

contrast to the folksy informality and
toe-tapping music that are more typical
at Sunday services.

"But the significance goes beyond a
contrast in style. Historically, Evangeli-
cals have rejected liturgies associated
with Roman Catholicism, Orthodoxy
and Anglicanism, believing that Jesus
was referring to such practices when he
warned to avoid 'vain repetition' in
prayer. ... For Evangelicals, the leap
into liturgy is a major step indeed....

"The recovery of ritualism is not an
exclusively Christian phenomenon. A
return to traditional liturgies among Re-
form Jews has been under way since the
19705, when new prayer books were
published....
'\'.nthropologists tend to agree with

theologians on the benefits of participat-
ing in riluals. Some see the current revival
as a natural response to the rationalism
and materialism that dominate Western
culture. 'Rituals, whether religious or
secular, provide a feeling o[ belonging to
a larger group,' says David Kenzer, pro-
fessor of anthropology at Bowdoin Col-
lege and author of the book
Politics and Power. 'In a society as atom-
ized as ours, they become important in
establishing identity.'

"That this resurgence of ritualism is
occurring most noticeably in Evangeli-
cal circles also is not surprising. As a
movement, American Evangelicalism is
'largely ahistorical,' says Martin Marty,
a professor of religious history at the
University of Chicago. While Evangeli-
cals might pay homage to the revivalists
of the 19th century or to Manin Luther
and John Calvin, says Marty, 'they pay
little attention to the fact that there were

Christians between the time of Christ
and the Reformation.' Such a view, says
Marty, leaves unmet a 'basic need in
people of faith to feel a connectedness to
the past.' ...

"While no one expects ritualism to
replace Evangelical traditions, there is a
clear recognition that the pendulum has
begun to swing in that direction." U.S.
News & World Report, January 15, 1990

religion of externals is Qttractive
to the unrenewed heart. The pomp and
ceremony o[ the Catholic worship has a
seductive, bewitching power; by which
many are deceived; and they come to
look upon the Roman Church as the very
gate of heaven. None but those who
have planted their [eet firmly upon the
[oundation o[ truth, and whose hearts
are renewed by the Spirit o[ God, are
proof against her influence. Thousands
who have not an experimental
edge o[Christ will be led to accept the
[orms o[ godliness without the power.
Such a religion is just what the multi-
tudes desire." The Great Controversy,
567

WE are blessed to live in a country
where so many churches and re-

ligious communities have established a
strong and solid presence. This places on
the Catholic Church, significantly the
largest church in the U.S., a special task
of ecumenical partnership....

"What has been the result of this
outpouring of energy from so many
quarters? Certainly there has been a
change in the religious climate of our
country. Public opinion surveys from
the 19505 to the present vividly demon-
strate a newness of attitude on the part of
Protestants toward Catholics, Catholics
toward Jews and in many other respects.
Stereotypes have been discarded and
elemental misunderstandings overcome,
wariness and mistrust become more and
more a thing of the pasl 10 be replaced
by growing collaboration and sincere
joint inquiry into those things that matter
to us most as religious communities."
Ecumenical Trends, February, 1990

ttlt is not without reason that the
claim has been put forth in Protestant

countries that Catholicism differs less
widely from Protestantism than in
former times. There has been a change;
bill the change is not in the Papacy.
Catholicism indeed resembles much of
the Protestantism that now exists, be-
cause Protestantism has so greatly
degenerated since the days o[ the Re·
formers.

the Protestant churches have
been seeking the [ovor o[ the world,
[alse charity has blinded their eyes.
They do not see but that it is right to
believe good o[ all and as the
inevitable res/tit they will finally believe
evil o[ all good." The Great Contro-
versy,571

Chamorro has long been the best-
known woman in Nicaragua, and

the family whose name she bears has
been one of the country's wcalthicsl and
most powerful for generations.... The
daughter of a wealthy ranching family,
she had been married to Pedro Joaquin
Chamorro for 27 years when he was
assassinated in 1978....

"Chamorro has no doubt that her
husband would oppose the Sandinistas as
violently as she does. 'I talk to Pedro all
the time,' she confides, 'and 1know what
he wants me to do.' She is devoting her
life to living out his, and she has no regrets
about the decisions they have made, to-
gether or apan." Time, June 12, 1989

UFor thousands of years Satan has
been experimenting upon the properties
of the human mind, and he has learned
to know it well. By his subtle workings
in these last days. he is linking the
human mind with his own, imbuing it
with his thoughts; and he is doing this
work in so deceptive a manner that
those who accept his guidance know not
that they are being led by him at his will.
The great deceiver hopes so to confuse
the minds ofmen and women, that none
bill his voice will be heard." Notebook
Leaflets, 17

UNeither good nor evil angels can
reach their end success[ully except they
have the and the
mined effort of tlze individual." Review
and Herald,vol. 2, 156 I!JiI

April 1990 Our Firm Founda/ion 13



cheered by the assurance that the Lord
had been at work to solve the problems
of His church. And in Battle Creek, "the
hean of the work," the officers of the
restructured General Conference settled
in to meet new challenges.

The enlarged General Conference
Executive Committee, having been em·
powered to organize itself, had done so,
selecting Elder A. G. Daniells as chair-
man. The months to come no doubt
provided them a thousand opportunities
to regret their action, but the General
Conference Committee minutes of April
18, 1901, record that it was Dr. John
Harvey Kellogg who made the motion,
and Elder A. T. Jones who seconded it.

Though it was a slow-dawning reali-
zation, it was this issue of the General
Conference Executive Committee that
was to prove most divisive in the coming
years. To understand the developments
of the early 1900s, it is essential that one
understand the differing philosophical
positions on this question.

The closing years of the 18005 had
demonstrated the disastrous results of
leaving all decision making in the hands
of a few men. In contrast, the delegates at
the General Conference of 1901 saw the
potential of a clear, authoritative "voice
of God" in the calm, deliberate judgment
of the church as a whole. It was obvious,
however, that physical limitations made
this ideal unattainable. There was simply
no way to bring together every member
of the worldwide church to consider
questions of policy and planning.

While the abuses of the 18905 had
given rise to a feeling of distrust toward
human leaders, it was obvious that the
Lord Himself used leaders and a chain of
command. Even the angels were subject
to commanding angels. 'MIs there no
method of ensuring that the church's
leaders would lead aright? Was there no
method of controlling the power placed
in their hands?

In 1901, the major concept upon
which the delegates built the reorganized
structure was "representation." The idea
was simply that God works through His
church to lead His church. Leaders were
to derive their authority and mandate
from the church, somewhat as an elected

Depicted in the illustration above are Ellen
White, Dr. Kellogg, J.v. C. White, A. G.
Daniells, A. T. Jones, lhe Baltle Creek Taber-
nacle (scene of the 1901 General Confer-
ence), Gild the burtling of lhe Review alld
Herald plam.

importance was the provision thal "the
General Conference Committee be em-
powered to organize itself"

A Time ofChange, Part Two
Part One traced the developments

leading up to the General Conference
session of 1901. Ellen White called for
reorganization: for both a stronger cen-
tralized power at the church's head- WHEN the final gavel came down
quarters, and greater autonomy and on the 1901 General Conference
decision making in the field. These re- session, the Seventh-day Adventist
quirements, which at {irst seemed mUlll- Church wore a whole new look. The
ally exclusive, were at lastlllet by: 1) the personnel selected to serve in the newly-
forlllation of Union Conferences, 2) the created Union Conferences reponed to
enlarging of the General Conference their posts and busied themselves with
Committee. and 3) the specification that discovering exactly what it meant to fill
this committee be "representative" ofall these previously unheard of positions.
aspects Oft/Ie church's work. Qfspecial The delegates returned to their homes
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Changing trains in Chicago, Dr. Kellogg
received his first notice that the Battle Creek
Sanitarium-his pride and joy-had been
reduced to ash and cinders by fire

'.

,
;

official in a modern democracy derives
his authority from the citizens. To be
sure, there were obvious differences-
for instance, no one proposed open elec-
tions of General Conference officers in
which all church members had a vote.
(To do so would require some system of
informing all members of the merits and
qualifications of different candidales for
office. The inevitable deterioralion of
such a system into the realm of party
politics is sufficient reason to exclude it
from God's church.)

Still, the delegates sought an appro-
priate method of allowing the voice of
the church as a whole 10 speak in the
election of her officers. The church
needed a system that allowed the con-
cerns, the needs, and the wisdom of the
laity to find expression in the actions of
Ihe church. TI,e answer the delegates
chose was representation. The concept
called for the fullest possible preserva-
tion of the voice of the church at each
successive slep up the ladder of church
organization. Thus local churches were
to be represented by their delegates on
the local conference level. Local confer-
ences were to be repreSented by their
delegates on the Union Conference
level. And Union Conferences were 10
be represented by their delegates on the
General Conference level.

In addition, the General Conference
Executive Committee was to be selected
with the goal of representing all major
aspects of the denomination's work. It
was this consideration that led the dele-
gates to specify that six of the twenty-
five committee members be selected by
the Medical Missionary Association to
represent that branch of the Lord's work.

These aspects of representative gov-
ernance are common. But the delegates
went one step further. The point in ques-
tion was the selection of the General
Conference officers: Who was to make
this selection? The Constitution adopted
in 1901 stipulated that the committee
was to "organize itself." A. G. Daniells
explained: "This, you all understand,
means that this committee will have
power to appoint its officers-its chair-
man, its secretary, its treasurer, and other
necessaT} secretaries and committees to
do the de Janmcntal work."1

The f( asoning behind this matter was
that the <;eneral Conference Executive
Committee, if properly selected and truly
representative of all aspcC'ls. of denomi-
national work, was to be something of a
"scale model" of the church as awhole. It

would thus be the clearest voice of the
church, and the most qualified body to
choose the church's leaders. But it took
some time and effort to explain this
concept to all the delegates. It was, after
all, an unusual organizational innovation.

Immediately following Elder
Daniells' explanation, H. C. Basney ex-
pressed his concern: "Would it not be
taking the power to elect the president of
the General Conference out of the hands
of these delegates, if this committee can
elect its own chairman? If this is the way
it is to be done, it appears to me as
though more power will be concentrated
in this committee than ever before."l

The next day, as the recommenda-
tion came before the delegates for their
vote, the same question remained. C. P.
Bollman, the first delegate to speak after
the reading of the recommendation, said:
HI would like to ask, Does that take the
election of lhe president of the General
Conference out of the hands of the Con-
ference, and lodge it with the com-
mittee? and if so, Why?"

Elder W. C. White responded: "It
seems to be the mind of Ihis Conference
that responsibility shall not be central-
ized and fixed upon a few individuals for
a long period. Times change; the neces-
sities of the cause call for men to change
the character of their work, and their
place of operation. It seems to be for the
advantage of the work to allow this
commillce, which will be G thoroughly
representGtilie one, to choose its chair-
man, its secretaries, its treasurers, its
committees, and agents; then if the ne-
cessities of the cause demand that any of
these officers shall change their work
they are in a position to resign, when
their comrades on the committee may fill
their places. It is quite possible that a
sentiment will be created, or a sentiment
lhat already exists may manifest itself,
that no one should be chairman of this
committee for a period of more than
twelve months at a time."2

Surprisingly, there was no further
discussion of the question; the delegates
voted to accept this recommendation as
a part of the new constitution. But the
issue was not to disappear so simply.
Circumstances must first set the stage,
but the question of representation would
come to the fore again.

Time passed. It was February 18,
1902, and Dr. Kellogg was on his way
home to Battle Creek. Changing trains in
Chicago, the doclor received his first
notice that the Battle Creek Sanitar-
ium-his pride and joy-had been re-
duced to ash and cinders by lire. Taking
his seat on the train, he requested a desk
and paper. By the time he arrived home
he had completed a preliminary set of
plans for a new building.

The Review and Herald of February
25,1902,' told the story: '\<\ few minutes
before four o'clock on Tuesday morning,
February 18, the night watchman, while
on his round of inspection in the main
building, found that some of the electric
call bells would not ring, owing to a

'short Circuit,' which had in some way
been set up between the electric wires in
the basement of the building. While at-
tending to this, the odor of smoke was
detected, coming from beneath the
men's bath [treatment] room. Summon-
ing assistance from the night clerk's
office, a hurried investigation was made,
and a fire was found to have staned in
the basement at a point underneath the
massage room. This was in a large wing
of the main building, extending east-
ward. A dense smoke was rising, and Ihe
alarm was immediately given from two
alarm boxes in the main building, and
from the nearest city box, and help sum-
moned from a fire station locmed close
by. But the fire was in aplace not easy to
get at with Ihe hose, and spread rapidly,
running upwards through some ventilat-
ing shafls, and breaking out in a few
moments' time at (he lOp of Ihe building.
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A. T. Jones, Dr. Kellogg, and Dr. David Paulson
reported that they could "find in. the book, Living
Temple, nothing which appears to us to be
contrary to the Bible or the fundamental
principles of the Christian religion"

'\<\II were gotten out of their rooms,
and carried or led to a JXlSition of safety,
many climbing down the fire escapes,
with which the building was well pro-
vided....

"The loss on the buildings burned
was about $300,000. This loss is a little
more than half covered by insurance."

Disregarding Ellen White's wish of
more than a decade before that "the
Sanitarium were miles away from Battle
Creek,'" the doctor laid plans to rebuild.
What others did not understand at the
time was that he was planning, not just a
new building, but a larger and more
expensive building. Naturally, a major
building project would require consider-
able finances, therefore Daniells sug-
gested that the denomination mobilize
the laity in a campaign to sell a new book
prepared by the doctor. All profits, in-
cluding Kellogg's royalties, would go to
assist the medical work of the church.
This book, of course, was Kellogg's
infamous volume, The Living Temple.
Though Daniells had premonitions of
the conflict to come over Kellogg's pan-
theism as early as the spring of 1902, it

was another issue which first brought
the two strong-minded men into direct
conflict.

Early summer of 1902 saw both men
in Europe attending to matters of busi-
ness. Kellogg wanted very much to begin
sanitarium work in England, and he con-
sidered it providential when he found a
favorable site near London that he felt
certai n he could purchase for only
twenty-five or thirty thousand dollars.
While at Christiana, Norway, Daniells
received a telegram from Kellogg calling
for a meeling to discuss the issue. When
Daniells and those with him protested
that the denomination was already
heavily indebted and could ill affond
funher Obligations, Kellogg "just flew
into a rage. He hit the table with a terrible
bang, and said, 'You do not want to have
any medical work done in England. You
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are blocking everything, and 1 am going
to say Good day to the whole of you.' '"

According to Daniells' account, that
afternoon the two men met again: Kel-
logg said, " 'Look here, Elder, we have
worked togelher too long and too well,
to have a break here.'
"I said, 'That is exactly my senti-

ment.'
" 4But I want to talk over this new

policy you have formed.'
"We went into the washroom of the

printing house, and he pushed me in. He
came in and shut the door and stood
against it. Then he began to tell me that
we had never had such a policy since we
began our work, that we had always
assumed obligations and worked them
out and raised lhe money.

"I said, 'I know we have always
assumed, but we have never paid up yet,
and we are in debt heels over head
everywhere, the Pacific Press, the Re-
view and Herald, all our schools, every-
thing we have got is just buried with
debt, and we are paying out interest
enough to purchase an institution. 1 am
pledged to my committee and to our

people, not to go on any longer with this
borrowing policy.'

"Then he went at it. He wept, and he
slormed, and he told me that Sister
White would roll me over in the dust if 1
took such a stand as that. ...
"He kept me there nearly two hours,

until Iwas SO nervous it seemed Iwould
jump out of the window.... Finally 1
just stepped right up to him, and 1raised
my hand and pointed my little finger,
[and said] •Look here, Doctor. It is no
use for you to say another word. 1am set.
My conscience is in this, and 1will not
violate my conscience. You can stop
right here, for 1will never consent to this
thing, until 1 have the approval of Sister
White and of the General Conference
Committee.'
"He just settled his eyes on me like a

dark shadow falling over me. Then he

said, 'Well, sir, I will never work with
you on this cash policy. 1will see you in
America. Good day.' ".

Though it is lrue that this account
only gives Daniells' version of the ex-
perience-and that from the perspective
of thirty-four years after the fact-it is
certain that the relationship between the
two men was already severely strained
when the question of The Living Temple
came up for consideration by the General
Conference Executive Committee in late
summer. Failing to arrive at a consensus
on the acceptability of the book, the
Executive Committee appointed a sub-
committee offour to study it in detail. Yet
even the smaller group was divided. A. T.
Jones, Dr. Kellogg, and Dr. David Paul-
son reported that they could "find in the
book, Living Temple, nothing which ap-
pears to us to be contrary to the Bible or
the fundamental principles of the Chris-
tian religion." W. W. Presoott, as the dis-
senting member of the subcommittee,
reported, "I am compelled to say that 1
regard the matter, outside those portions
of the book which deal with physiology
and hygiene, as leading to harm rather
than gOOd; and 1 venture to express the
hope that it will never be published.'"

Finally, the Executive Committee
sided with Prescott's minority view; The
Living Temple would not be published
under the auspices of the church. Uncon-
vinced, Dr. Kellogg ordered an initial
printing of five thousand copies al his
own expense. The books were to be
produced by the Review and Herald.

From Kellogg's point of view, the
situation was deteriorating badly. And
since it seemed that Daniells was the
source of his problems, the answer was
obvious: someone more accommodating
must be found to serve as chairman of
the General Conference Executive Com-
mittee. It was unthinkable that any of the
medical men on the committee would
ever be made chairman, Kellogg must
have reasoned, but surely there must be
someone more workable lhan Daniells.
Someone who had the confidence of the
ministerial faction of the Executive
Committee. It was, after all, necessary to
carry a majorily of the twenty-five votes.
With six from the medical group, and
one from the candidate himself, it would
require only six morc votes to reach the
required thirteen.
Thus it was that in late fall of 1902 a

suggestion came to the members of the
General Conference Executive Com-
mittee: Elder Daniells should devote him-
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If after the warnings given in these burnings
the leaders of our people go right on, just as
they have done in the past, exalting themselves,
God will take the bodies next

self full time to the fostering of the
church's missionary work. For him to do
so would require that he be relieved of the
many items of routine business that came
with the job of committee chairman, but
in light of the importance of missionary
outreach, A. T. Jones would be Willing to
take this added burden upon himself.'
Jones was, by this time, little more than
an echo of Dr. Kellogg, yet he retained
considerable influence with the ministe-
rial brethren. No other candidate could
have served Kellogg better. But it was
not to be. When the votes were counted,
Daniells remained as chairman.

It was a close call. Had Jones been
elected chairman it would have thrown
considerable weight behind Kellogg and
all that he stood for at the time. Daniells,
Prescoll, and W. C. White were under-
standably concerned. Short of divine
omniscience there is no telling where
such a tum of events might have led.

But the General Conference leader-
Ship had little time to spend worrying
over what might have been. Real events
were b<1d enough. December 30, 1902,
the second time that year, a major Ad-
ventist enterprise fell prey to fire. As
hundreds of onlookers stood helplessly
by, the Battle Creek Fire Department did
their futile best to combat the blaze that
reduced the Review and Herald publish-
ing plant to ruins. It is worth noting that
earlier that day the building had been
inspected by the chief of the city fire
department. Examining the electrical
lines and other possible sources of
danger, he "pronounced everything in
satisfactory condition,''' Obviously,
something wasn't satisfactory. Though
the bUilding was totally destroyed, once
again the mercy of God was evident; no
lives were lost.

Five days later, when the debris had
cooled enough to allow, the fireproof
vault was opened. All the printing plates
stored inside had survived. The plates for
The Living Temple, however, were wail-
ing to go on the press at the time of the
fire and so disappeared in the flames."

Though space does not permit a full
investigation of the causes and circum-
stances of the Review fire, it should be
noted that they are extremely instructive.
The distinctive mission of the printing
house had been lost from sight. Warn-
ings from Ellen White had gone
unheeded far too long.

In November, 1901, thirteen months
before the fire, the message now found
in Testimonies, vol. 8, 90-96, was read

to the Board of Directors of the Review
and Herald. It reads, in part: "I feel a
terror of soul as J see to what a pass our
publishing house has come. The presses
in the Lord's institution have been print-
ing the soul-destroying theories of Ro-
manism and other mysteries of iniquity.
The office must be purged of this ob-
jectionable matter. ...

"You have given matter containing
Satan's sentiments into the hands of the
workers, bringing his deceptive, pol-
luting principles before their minds. The
Lord looks upon this action on your part

as helping Satan to prepare his snare to
catch souls. God will nOl hold guiltless
those who have done this thing. He has a
controversy with the managers of the
publishing house. I have been almost
afraid to open the Review, fearing to see
that God has cleansed the publishing
house by fire....

uUnless there is a refonnation, ca-
lamity will overtake the publishing
house, and the world will know the rea-
son.... God asks: 'Shall J not judge for
these things?' I saw heavenly angels turn-
ing away with grieved countenances.
God has been mocked by your hardness
of heart, which is continually increasing.
According to their responsibility will be
the punishment of those who know the
truth and yet disregard God's com-
mands."

The events of so many years ago are
important to us today. By any account,
the members of God's church carry a
greater responsibility now than did the
men of nine decades past. Tho, there is
more at stake: "Three nights before the
Review office burned, J was in an agony
that words cannot describe. J could not
sleep. I walked the room, praying to God
to have mercy upon His people. Then I
seemed to be in the Review office with
the men who have the management of
the institution. Jwas trying to speak to
them and thus to help them. One of
authority arose and said, 'You S<1y, The

temple of the Lord, the temple of the
Lord are we; therefore, we have author-
ity to do this thing and that thing and the
other thing. But the Word ofGod forbids
many of the things that you propose to
do,' At His first advent, Christ cleansed
the lCmple. Prior to His second advent
He will again cleanse the temple....

"In the visions of the night r saw a
sword of fire hung out over Battle
Creek.

"Brethren. God is in earnest with us.
I want to tell you that if after the warn-
ings given in these burnings the leaders

of our people go right on, just as they
have done in the past, exalting them-
selves, God will toke the bodies next.
Just as surely as He lives, He will speak
to them in language that they cannot fail
to understand:'"

1902 had been a hard year for the
Seventh-day Adventist Church. Sand-
wiched between two devastating fires
had been conflicts over tinances, the-
ology, and leadership. Worse yet, none
of the problems were solved. 1903
would bring another General Confer-
ence session-and more conflict.

To be continued

I 1901 General COl/ference BIII/crin. 189
2 Ibid., 205-206; emphasis supplied
3 Quoted in E. K. Vande Vcrc. Wi"dows, (Nash-
ville, TN: Southern Publishing Association,
1975),237-238

4 Testimonies, vol. 8, 134
5 A. G. Daniells, 110w the Del/omina/ion was
Saved from Pantheism, While Estate Document
File 153, 7

6 Ibid" 8--9
1 W A. Spicer, How the Spirit of Prophecy Met a
Crisis, While Estate Document File 15c, 27

8 Ibid., 28
9 Review and /Jerald, January 6. 1903, quoted in
Arthur L While, "The 510ry of the Review and
Herald Fire," Review and Herald, December 8,
1977,4

lOA. G. D:miells, The Abiding Gift of Prophecy,
(Mounl3in View, CA: Pacific Press Publishing
Associalion. 1936),335

11The Publishing Minislry. 170-171: cmph:lsis
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III

I

I N last month's article I predicted thatthe charismatic movement will, in the
forsccable future, all but envelop the
Seventh-day Adventist Church. In that
article, entilled "Charisma," I empha-
sized that our ministers are being urged
to move in that direction. Many may
wonder why the Adventist Church is
falling for these counterfeits of Satan.
Others will be concerned, After cha-
risma, what next?

There is no great mystery about what
is happening in the Seventh-day Ad-
ventist Church today. We are following,
stcp by step, a generation behind the
inOucnces that have been witnessed in
apostate Protestantism as it vainly at-
tempts to bring its members fulfillment.

Let us start at the beginning of the
story. Like dozens of movements before
it, the Seventh-day Adventist Church
was established upon the primacy of the
Word of God. Every truth established,
was established upon a "Thus saith the
Lord." With the fervor and intensity of
the pioneers of the Adventist Church, it
was not surprising that many fell for the
first of Satan's deceptions-legalism. It
is nOl uncommon for those who are
earnestly attracted to truth to so empha-
size these truths that they forget the
centrality of Christ, who is the Truth.

Therefore in 1888 God raised up two
young men, Dr. Ellet J. Waggoner and
Elder Alonzo 1: Jones, to prescnt a mid-
course oorrcction that would lead God's
people away from legalism to true right-
eousness by faith in Christ. This message
was heartily endorsed by Ihe servant of
the Lord, Ellen White. Had the church
responded fully to this message, un-
questionably the present generation
would never have been born, for God
would then have led His people into the
kingdom of heaven. This message of
righteousness by faith, where the law and
the gospel are bound up together in an
indivisible whole (see Testimonies to
Ministers, 94), where the command-
ments of God and the faith of Jesus are
presented with equal force and power
(see Selected Messages, book 3, 184),
would have been the bastion against any
fonn of subsequent apostasy.

This message is just as relevant today
as it was back in 1888, and it is the only
truth thai can lead God's people upward
and homeward into the kingdom of
heaven. It is the answer to every form of
deception that Satan can thrusl against
the Seventh-day Adventist Church. But,
with many in the church failing to take
hold of this wonderful message, there
remained no protection against error.

Legalism brings in its train frustra-
tion, insecurity, lack of assurance, and
neurosis. These result from the earnest
endeavor of men and women to keep the
law of God, but who, despite their desire
for victory, have not SO surrendered their
lives to Jesus that He can bring them that
victory. This try-and-fail scenario can
continue only so long without desperalc
efforls to find anolher way of salvation.
Eventually, following a generation be-
hind the fallen churches of Protestantism,
Seventh-day Adventists took hold of the
false answer to Icgalism in what wc have
come to know as the New Theology.
Soon, arising up among the ministry all
ovcr thc world, wcre those who began to
preach the "sin and live" theology, or as it
is often referred 10, Relational Theology.
Now, I hasten to say that only those that
have a true relationship with Jesus will
keep the commandments of God. BUI the
modern concept of Relational Theology
is that, as long as one retains a relation-
ship with Jesus, perfonnance has nothing
10 do wilh salvation.

It is built upon two trulhs. First:
God will never leave uS nor forsake us.
See Hebrews 13:5, Joshua 1:5, Ephe-

Colin Standish is the presidell1 of lIartlalld
Illstitute ill Rapidall, Virgillia.

Col in Standish
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The informal services of the charismatic
churches are beginning to be depleted by the
drift to liturgy, ritualism, ceremonialism, and
sacramentalism

sians 2:&--9. Second: Our works have no
merit for salvation.
10 stop there, however, is to fail to see

the full picture. Although God will never
leave us nor forsake us, the Bible is clear
that when we sin, we forsake God. See
Isaiah 59:2. And though good works will
not save even one sou), there will not be
one soul saved without good works. See
Selected Messages, book I, 377. Re-
lational Theology, or as we call it in the
Adventist Church, New Theology, does
not reflect the truth of the gospel of Jesus.
These deficiencies, with the passing

of time, have brought us to a point of
crisis. Such a narrow gospel inevitably
becomes tedious, boring, and unchal-
lenging. Thus, the churches that have
moved into this theological position,
after a period of euphoria, have become
as dead as the proverbial hills of Gilboa.
There is no question that today fewer
people are worshiping in those churches
than ten years ago. The youth leave
unchallenged and disinterested, for they
have never heard the beauty of the
power of the Advent faith. Thus, we are
losing our young people in droves. This
gospel is powerless and impotent. The
true remedy, of course, is God's perfect
message of righteousness by faith in
Jesus. But once having wandered from
the pathway of truth and into Satan's
counterfeits, the tendency is to look for
yet another counterfeit to "heal" the
ailing church. This has come in the form
of the charismatic movement.
The charismatic form ofworship em-

phasizes feeling and emotion, and de-
emphasizes substance and truth; it appeals
to the car",,1 mind and appears to bring
great revival to the church. Pews fill;
there is a new euphoria. At last the "Holy
Spirit and His ministry" has been found
within. It should strike us as very signifi-
cant that those pastors who have been
strong proponents of the objective New
Theology gospel seem to be the first to
embrace this new subjective deception of
charisma, euphemistically called "Cele-
bration" in the Seventh-day Adventist
Church. Few Conference presidents find
an answer to oppose it. It gives the
impression of being caring, loving, and
concerned. Yet it calls for no sacrifice. It
panders to the egocentric desire of the
carnal heart, and therefore, though it
attracts large numbers, interest in mission
and giving usUlllly are low.

As we look back on the Protestant
dilemma in the United States, we see
similar problems in the Seventh-day Ad-

ventisl Church. Mainline Protestantism,
including Presbyterians, Congregational-
ists, Methodists, Lutherans, and Episco-
palians, long the controlling backbone of
American society and politics, has ex-
perienced strong reversal through the past
30 years. Tillie (May 22, 1989) reports
that the United Church ofChrist (Congre-
gationalist) had shrunk 20 percent since
1%5, Presbyterians 25 percent, the Epis-
copal Church 28 percent, Methodists 18
peroent, and the Christian Church (DiS-
ciples ofChrist) 43 percent, with a net loss
for the five denominations of 5.2 million
members. Even more frightening to main-

line Protestant churches is Time's report
that Sunday school participation had de-
clined 55 percent in the past two decades.
With such a hemorrhage of membership,
one can understand why there has been
such a full-scale effort to move into the
charismatic form ofworship.

Today, Seventh-day Adventism in the
Western World stands between the Objec-
tive gospel of the New Theology and the
ultra-subjective gospel of the charismatic
movement. Evidence indicates, however,
that the progression wiII not end with the
charismatic form of worship. There are
further woes to anticipme.
When the euphoria of the charismatic

movement fades away, Satan is ready
with his next form ofdeception. The new
form of worship has already begun to
sweep through Protestantism. The charis-
matic form eventUlllIy becomes informal
and irreverent, and many of the partici-
pants become uneasy. [n its religion re-
pons ofJanuary 15, 1990, U.S. News and
World Report featured the drift from
Evangelicalism to Orthodoxy among
many Protestant churchgoers. Both the
staid ministry in the formal mainline
churches and the informal services of the
charismatic churches are beginning to be
depleted by the drift to liturgy, ritualism,
ceremonialism, and sacramenialism.
The heart, the soul hunger reaches out

again, and again Satan is ready with a

counterfeit. The ritUlllistic form of wor-
ship seems reverent, spiritual, and respecl-
ful of God. The report says, while it
is returning in a wide variety of settings,
the most vivid examples are to be found in
the pews and pulpits of the Evangelical
Protestant churches, where high church
liturgy stands in sharp contrast to the
informality and toe-tapping music that are
more typical at Sunday services." Many
are attracted to the pomp and circum-
stances of the liturgical and sacramental
form ofworship. It requires little imagina-
tion to realize that such worshipers will
make an easy transfer into the highly

sacerdotal form of Roman Catholic wor-
ship. This ritUlllism unquestionably will
be the next wave of deception for the
Seventh-day Adventist Church. Indeed,
the seeds are already to be seen.

At the 1985 General Conference ses-
sion in New Orleans, Louisiana, when
introducing the new Advent-
ist Hymnal, considerable comment was
made about developing a suitable liturgy
for the Seventh-day Adventist Church.
Already, some of the larger Seventh-day
Adventist churches have begun to experi-
ment with liturgical forms ofworship.

AlI these aberrations are diminishing
the power of the Seventh-day Adventist
Church. There is a tremendous need for
God's faithful ministry and laity to re-
sist, with every power of Christian love.
these diversionary forms of worship.
Surely, now is the time to preach the
everlasting gospel to every nation,
kindred, tongue, and people; the time to
present the true message of righteous-
ness by faith, proclaiming the law of
God within the context of the wonderful
life, sacrifice, and ministry of our pre-
cious Saviour. This, surely, is the mes-
sage that must be known, believed,
lived, and proclaimed to the world. This
message alone wiII put an end to the
stumbling progress of God's remnant
church as it has been diverted by Satan's
counterfeits.
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mingled with doubt and unbelief. The
thought that God had brought His
people over the Jordan to deliver them
up to the power of the heathen was a
sinful one, unworlhy of a leader of
Israel. Joshua's feelings of despondency
and distrust were inexcusable in view of
the mighty miracles which God had
wrought for the deliverance of His
people, and the repeated promise that He
would be with them in driving out the
wicked inhabitants of the Jand.

But our merciful God did not visit
His servant with wrath because of this
error. He graciously accepted the humil-
iation and prayers of Joshua, and at the
same time gently rebuked his unbelief,
and then revealed to him the cause of
their defeat:
"Get thee up; wherefore liest thou

thus upon thy face? Israel halh sinned,
and they have also transgressed my
covenant which I commanded them: for
they have even taken of the accursed
thing, and have also stolen, and dis-
sembled also, and they have put it even
among their own stuff. Therefore the
children of Israel could not stand before
their enemies, but turned their backs
before their enemies, because they were
accursed: neither will I be with you any
more, except ye destroy Ihe accursed
from among you." Verses 10-12

pared for the determined resistance
which they met, and, terrified by the
numbers and thorough preparation of
their enemies, they turned and fled. They
were hotly pursued by the Canaanites,
and thirty-six of their number slain.

This unexpected defeat brought grief
and discouragement upon the whole
congregation of Israel. Joshua looked
upon their ill-success as an expression of
God's displeasure, and in deep humilia-
tion, he fell to the earlh upon his face
before the ark. The elders oflsrael united
with him in this act of self-abasement,
and dumb with astonishment and dismay
they remained in this position until the
even. Then Joshua presented the matter
before the Lord in earnest prayer:

''Alas, a Lord God, wherefore hast
thou at all brought this people over
Jordan, to deliver us into the hand of the
Amorites, to destroy us? would to God
we had been content, and dwelt on the
other side Jordan! a Lord, what shall I
say, when Israel turneth their backs
before their enemies! For the Canaanites
and all the inhabitants of the land shall
hear of it, and shall environ us round,
and cut off our name from the carlh: and
what wilt thou do unto thy great name?"
Joshua 7:7-9

Joshua manifested a true zeal for the
honor of God, yet his petitions were
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SOON after the conquest of Jericho,
Joshua determined to take posses-

sion of Ai, a city about ten miles farther
north. Accordingly, chosen men were
sent to visit this place to ascertain the
number of its inhabitants, and the
strength of its fortifications. The spies
returned wilh the tidings that the city
contained but few defenders, and that a
small number of the Hebrew host could
easily overthrow it.

The great victory which God had
gained for them had made the Israelites
self-confident. Because the Lord had
promised them the land of Canaan, they
felt secure, and failed to realize the ne-
cessity of putting forth every effort in
their power, and then humbly seeking
for divine help, which alone could give
them the victory. Even Joshua laid his
plans for the conquest of Ai, without
seeking by earnest prayer to obtain
counsel from God.

The congregation of Israel had begun
to exalt their own strength and skill, and
to look with contempt upon the inhabi-
tants of the land. Jericho had been mar-
velously overlhrown, and an easy victory
was expecled at Ai. Hence three thousand
men were considered sufficienl to make
the attack. The Israelites rushed into
battle, without the assurance that God
would be with them. They were unpre-

Ellen G. White
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Many dare not condemn iniquity, lest they shall
thereby sacrifice position or popularity. And by
some it is considered uncharitable to rebuke sin

accursed: neither will I be with you any
more, except ye destroy the accursed
from among you." Verses 10-12

Israel had sinned; and as their chief
magistrate, Joshua had a work to do to
search out the guilty one, and put away
the sin from the congregation. Instead of
concluding that the Lord had brought
upon His people defeat and ruin, Joshua
should rather have made diligent inquiry
if all Israel had been faithful to their
covenant with God.

The Lord had wrought wondrously
for His people. It was not their skill or
valor that had overthrown the mighty
walls of Jericho. The power of the Lord
of hosts had given them the victory. That
city might be regarded as the Iirstfruits
of Canaan, and hence was to be wholly
devoted to the Lord. The only advan-
tages which the people were to gain
from their success were the destruction
of their enemies, and the control of the
country. Therefore they were forbidden
to appropriate any of the spoils. The
gold and silver, with the vessels of brass
and iron, were to enrich the treasury of
the Lord. Besides these, all the wealth of
that great city, with every living crea-
ture, was to be utterly consumed with
fire. Should any Israelite venture to re-
serve a portion of the spoils, the curse
which rested upon Jericho would surely
fall upon him.

Here the Lord gave expreSSion to His
abhorrence of idolatry. Those heathen
nations had turned from the worship of
the living God, and were paying homage
to demons. Shrines and temples, beauti-
ful statues, and costly monuments, all
the most ingenious and expensive works
of art, had held the thoughts and affec-
tions of the veriest slavery to satanic
delusions.

The human heart is naturally inclined
to idolatry and self-exaltation. The
costly and beautiful monuments of
heathen worship would please the fancy
and engage the senses, and thus allure
the Israelites from the service of God. It
was to remove this temptation from His
people that the Lord commanded them
to destroy those relics of idolatry, on
penalty of being themselves abhorred
and accursed of God.

When Joshua was appointed as the
leader of Israel, all the people entered
into a solemn covenant to be loyal and
obedient. They assured their leader-
':AJlthat thou commandest us we will do,
and whithersoever Ihou sendest us, we
will go. According as we hearkened unto

Moses in all things, so wilt we hearken
unto thee: only the Lord thy God be with
thee, as he was with Moses. Whosoever
he be that doth rebel against thy com-
mandment, and will not hearken unto
thy words in all that thou commandest
him, he shall be put to death: only be
strong and of a good courage." Joshua
1:16-18

Yet in spite of all this, and upon the
very occasion of a most glorious victory,
one man in Israel ventured to transgress
the command of God. When Achan saw
among the spoils a magniricent Baby-
Ionish robe, his cupidity was aroused.

Conscience was silenced wilh the plea
that the richly adorned garment was too
costly to be consumed, and he hastily
rescued it from the Oames. One step in
transgression prepared the way for
another, and he next appropriated the
gold and silver which should have gone
into the treasury of the Lord. The things
which God had cursed, Achan eagerly
gathered as a precious treasure, and
secreted them in his tent. No human eye
saw the act, but the eye ofGod was upon
the sinner, and marked his transgression.
No human voice was raised to testify
against him, bUI God became his ac-
cuser, and appointed him to utter de-
struction.

Achan had fostered covetousness
and deception in his heart, until his
perceptions of sin had become blunted,
and he fell an easy prey to temptation.
Those who venture to indulge in a
known sin will be more readily over-
come the second time. The first trans-
gression opens the door to the tempter,
and he gradually breaks down all re-
sistance and takes full possession of the
citadel of the soul. Achan had listened to
oft-repeated warnings against the sin of
cove'ousness. The law of God, pointed
and positive, had forbidden stealing and
all deception, but he continued to
cherish sin. As he was not detected and
openly rebuked, he grew bolder; warn-

ings had less and less effoct upon him,
until his soul was bound in chains of
darkness.

There are many Achans among Ihe
professed people of God today. They
have become so familiar with sin that
they no longer perceive its heinous char-
acter. Ifjust retribution should be visited
upen all who are guilty of sins similar to
that of Achan, how would the numbers
in our churches be lessened! God's eye
is upon the sinner, and a righteous Judge
will in no case clear the guilty.

The history of Achan teaches the
solemn lesson that for one man's sin, the

displeasure of God will rest upon a
people or a nation tililhe transgression is
searched out and punished. Sin is cor-
rupting in its naltice. One man infected
with its deadly leprosy may communi-
cate the taint to thousands. Those who
occupy responsible positions as guardi-
ans of the people arc false to lhcir trust,
if they do not faithfully search out and
reprove sin. Many dare not condemn
iniquity, lest they shall thereby sacrifice
position or popularity. And by some it is
considered uncharitable to rebuke sin.
The servant of God should never allow
his own spirit to be mingled with the
reproof which he is required to give; but
he is under the most solemn obligation
to present the Word of God, wi'hout fear
or favor. He must call sin by ils right
name. Those who by their carelessness
or indifference permit God's name to be
dishonored by His professed people, are
numbered with the transgressor-regis-
tered in the record of Heaven as pM-
takers in their evil deeds.

A deplorable state of coldness and
backsliding exists in the Christian world
today. The Spirit and power of God
seems in a great measure 10 have de-
parted from His professed people, and
the enemy of truth rejoices at Iheirweak-
ness and defocts. Infidelity is lifting its
proud head, and denying the evidences
of Christianity, because of the sins ex-
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The Lord not only made known to Joshua the
cause of Israel's defeat, but gave him definite
instructions for the detection and punishment
of the criminal

isting among professed followers of
Christ. Many who are zealous for the
honor of God, feel that He has indeed
hid His face from them, but,like Joshua,
they are more ready to complain of God
than to make diligent search for the sins
which have shut out His blessing.

There is need of earnest work to set
things in order in the church ofGod, and
it is fully as essential to do this work as it
is to preach or to pray. Ifwe would enjoy
the favor of God, we must search our
own hearts and lives to see if we afC not
cherishing that which God has cursed. Is
there not some unlawful gain placed
with our own possessions? Have we
robbed God by retaining the portion
which should be appropriated to His
treasury? Have we withheld from the
poor the means which God has given us
to supply their necessities?

While we profess to revere and obey
God's holy law, are we keeping the first
four commandments, which require us

to love God supremely? Are we keeping
the last six, which teach us to love our
neighbor as ourselves? Is there not a
cause for our great spiritual weakness,
for the lack of fervency and grace and
power in preaching God's Word? Do we
not encourage sin, by failing to meet it
with plain and pointed reproof? We may
have the clearest understanding ofGod's
Word, we may make a high profession of
godliness, yet if injustice or iniquity is
concealed among us, we need not
wonder that our souls are dry and fruit-
less as a withered branch.

The love of God will never lead to
the bclillling orsio; it will never cover or
excuse an unconfessed wrong. Achan
learned too late that God's law, like its
author, is unchanging. It has to do with
all our acts and thoughts and feelings. It
follows us, and reaches every secret
spring of action. By indulgence in sin,
men are led to lightly regard the law of
God. Many conceal their transgressions
from their fellow men, and flatter them-

22 Ollr Firm FOlUulotioll April 1990

selves that God will not be strict to mark
iniquity. But His law is the great stand-
ard of right, and with it every act of life
must be compared in that day when God
shall bring every work into judgment,
with every secret thing, whether it be
good or evi!. Purity of heart will lead to
purity of life. All excuses for sin are
vain. Who can plead for the sinner when
God testifies against him?

Through divine grace, all men may
live in harmony with the requirements of
God's law. It is not enough that we have
not blotted the page of life with revolt-
iog crimes; unless the record bears wit-
ness of noble deeds, of self-denying
efforts to save not only our own souls
but the souls of others, we shall be found
wanting.

The spirit of hatred against reproof is
steadily increasing. It is considered un-
charitable to deal plainly and faithfully
with the erring. Sin is glossed over, and
thus blindness has come upon souls until

it is impossible for them to discriminate
between right and wrong, between sin
and holiness. Many have closed their
ears to reproof, and hardened their hearts
against every influence which would set
their sins before them.

We repeat, God holds the church
responsible for the sins of its individual
members. When coldness and spiritual
declension exist, God's people should
put away their pride and self-confidence
and self-exaltation, and should come to
the Lord in sorrow and humility, not
charging Him with injustice, but seeking
wisdom to understand the hidden sins
which shut out His presence.

Those who have the true love of God
in their hearts will not teach that sin
should be handled with gloved hands.
The words of God to Joshua contain a
solemn lesson for everyone who
professes to be a follower of Christ-
"Neither will I be with you any more,
except ye destroy the accursed thing
from among you." Joshua 7:12

The Lord not only made known to
Joshua the cause of Israel's defeat, but
gave him definite instructions for the
detection and punishment of the crimi-
nal: "In the morning therefore ye shall be
brought according to your tribes: and it
shall be, that the tribe which the Lord
taketh shall come according to the fami-
lies thereof; and the family which the
Lord shall take shall come by house-
holds; and the household which the Lord
shall take shall come man by man. And it
shall be, that he that is taken with the
accursed thing shall be burnt with fire,
he and all that he hath: because he hath
transgressed the covenant of the Lord,
and because he hath wrought folly in
Israe!." Verses 14-15. The Lord did not
imrr.ediately point out the sinner, but left
the matter in doubt for a time, that Israel
might feel their responsibility for the
sins existing among them, and thus be
led to searching of heart and humiliation
before God.

In the morning the whole congrega-
tion assembled before the Lord, and a
most solemn and impressive ceremony
began. Step by step the investigation
went on. Closer and still closer carne the
fearful test, until Achan was pointed out
as the man whose sin had brought upon
Israel the wrath of God.

Joshua said unto Achan, My
son, give, I pray thee, glory to the Lord
God of Israel, and make confession unto
him; and tell me now what thou hast
done; hide it not from me. And Achan
answered Joshua, and said, Indeed I have
sinned against the Lord God of Israel,
and thus and thus have I done: When I
saw among the spoils a goodly Bahylon-
ish garment, and two hundred shekels of
silver, and a wedge of gold of fifty
shekels weight, then I coveted them, and
took them; and, behold, they are hid in
the earth in the midst of my tent, and the
silver under it." Verses 19-21. A mes-
senger was immediately dispatched to
the tent; he returned with the spoils, thus
establishing the guilt of Achan, and vin-
dicating the justice of God.

For a Babylonish robe and a paltry
treasure of gold and silver, Achan con-
sented to sell himself to evil, to bring
upon his soul the curse of God, to forfeit
his title to a rich possession in Canaan,
and lose all prospect of the future, im-
mortal inheritance in the earth made
new. A fearful price indeed he paid for
his ill-galien gains!

Shall man declare the judgment upon
Achan too severe? God Himself pro-



Some may claim that these severe
denunciations belong only to the Jewish age,
that we are now in a dispensation of mercy
rather than of wrath and condemnation

nounced the sentence, and shall not the
Judge of all the earth do right? Achan's
confession was made too late to be of
any value. He saw the armies of Israel
return from Ai defeated and disheart-
ened, with thirty-six valiant men sacri-
ficed; yet he did not come forward and
confess his sin. He saw Joshua and the
elders of Israel bowed to the earth in
grief too great for words, their heads
covered with dust in token of self-abase-
ment. Had he then made confession, he
would have given some proof of true
penitence; but he still kept silence. He
listened to the proclamation that a great
crime had been commilled in the camp
of Israel, and even heard its character
definitely stated. But he had not the
honor of God or the good of Israel at
heart, and his lips were sealed. Then
came the solemn and searching inves-
tigation. How his soul thrilled with ter-
ror as he saw his tribe pointed Qut, then
his family, and his household' But still
he ultercd no confession, until the finger
of God was placed upon him.

So great had been his hardihood and
persistence, that even at the last Joshua
feared he would assert his innocence and
thus enlist the sympathy of the congre-
gation and lead them to dishonor God.
He would not have confessed, had he not
hoped by so doing to avert the con-
sequences of his crime. It was this hope
that led to his apparent frankness in
acknowledging his guilt and relating the
particulars of the sin. In this manner will
confessions be made by the guilty when
they stand condemned and hopeless
before the bar of God, when every case
has been decided for life or for death.
Confessions then made will be too late to
save the sinner.

There are many professed Christians
whose confessions of sin are similar to
that of Achan. They will, in a general
way, acknowledge their unworthiness,
but they refuse to confess the sins whose
guilt rests upon their conscience, and
which have brought the frown of God
upon His people. Thus many conceal
sins of selfishness, overreaching, dis·
honesty toward God and their neighbor,
sins in the family, and many others
which it is proper to confess in public.

Genuine repentance springs from a
sense of the offensive character of sin.
Thcse general confessions are not the
fruit of true humiliation of soul before
God. They leave the sinner with a self-
complacent spirit to go on as before,
until his conscience becomes hardened,

and warnings that once aroused him
produce hardly a feeling of danger and
ancr a time his sinful course appears
right. All too late his sins will find him
out, in that day when they shall not be
purged with sacrifice nor offering
forever. There is a vast difference be-
tween admilling facts after they arc
proved, and confessing sins known only
to ourselves and God.

While the Israelites were still en-
camped on the east side of Jordan, the
tribes of Gad and Reuben, seeing that the
country was favorable for their occupa-
tion of raising sheep and callie, desired

to sellle there, and accordingly presented
their request to Moses. The great leader
was displeased at this request, suppos-
ing that these tribes were seeking to
avoid the conOiets which their brethren
must encounter in dispossessing the
Canaanites. He said, "Shall your breth-
ren go to war, and shall ye sit here?"
Numbers 32:6. Moses feared that sloth
and cowardice, the result of unbelief,
prompted this suggestion, and that these
tribes would incur the Lord's dis-
pleasure.

The men of Gad and Reuben assured
their leader that they would not shun the
burdens and responsibilities which the
Lord had laid upon all Israel. After pre-
paring homes for their families they
would take their position beside their
brethren, in all their connicts, until every
man had come in possession of his in-
heritance. Moses consented to this, but
fearing that these tribes might yet fail to
keep their promise, he added: "If ye will
not do so, behold, ye have sinned against
the Lord: and be sure your sin will find
you out." Verse 23

Here is a lesson which professed
Christians at the present day may study
with profit. God's displeasure rests upon
those who seek only their own ease and
temporal prosperity, leaving their
brethren to endure hardship and priva-
lion and to bear heavy responsibilities in

the church. There is an unceasing con-
nict between the cause of truth and
holiness and that of error and ungodli-
ness. All who claim to be children of
God must be armed for the battle. God
has not left this warfare upon a few
soldiers, while the others rest at casc.
Said the great apostle, to his Corinthian
brethren, "I mean not that other men be
eased, and ye burdened." 2 Corinthians
8:13. All who profess any interest in the
cause of God, the advancement of truth,
and the conversion of sinners, should be
soldiers in the Lord's army. They should
have one interest, one motive, one ob-

ject, as long as life shall last. The great
reason why so lillie is accomplished in
the cause of God is indolence and in-
difference of His professed people.

Satan's power is increasing, he is
terribly in earnest, knowing thai his time
is shorl, he is working with all dcceiva-
blcness of unrighteousness. Those who
would escape his wiles must be vigilant
and determined. If we would meet the
demands for this time, we must put on the
whole armor, and go fOrlh with energy,
perseverance, and unswerving faith. In
God alone is our strength. Indolence and
slothfulness, presumption and self-confi-
dence, will alike bring defeat and destruc-
tion. God takes cognizance of the works
of all. Those who have sought their ease,
and shunned care, anxiety, and labor for
God's cause, may be sure their sin will
find them out. Those who, like Achan,
cherish selfishness, avarice, and decep-
tion, may be sure that God's eye is upon
them. As He searched out Achan, He will
search them out, as He pronounced a
curse upon Achan, He will surely pro-
nounce a curse upon them.

Some may claim that these severe
denunciations belong only to the Jewish
age, that we are now in a dispensation of
mercy rather than of wrath and condem-
nation. But New Testament history pre-
sents many instances which show that
the same sins which brought the wrath of
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and Pharisees, who made high claims to
learning and piety: "0 generation of
vipers, who hath warned you to flee from
the wrath to come? Bring forth therefore
fruits worthy of repentance." Luke 3:7-8.
And although Christ had such a love for
humanity, as was never possessed by man
or angel, He uttered the fearful sentence,
'Md thou, Capernaum, which are exalted
unto heaven [in light and privilege], shalt
be brought down to hell: for if the mighty
works which have been done in thee, had
bcen done in Sodom, it would have re-
mained until this day. But I say unto you,
That it shall be more tolerable for the land
of Sadam in the day ofjudgment, than for
thee." Matthew 11 :23-24

The judgment visited upon Ananias
and Sapphira was to be a warning to the

Annual CampMeeting

Although warm weather still seems a
long way off, those who must begin
scheduling summer-leave time from
work will appreciate having information
about our 1990 camp meeting.

The dates are set for JUly 25-29.

Reservations and Accommodations

If you plan to attend the 1990 Hope
International Camp Meeting, and wish
to stay on our grounds, you arc more
than welcome. We ask that you write or
call to make a reservation. We do not
expect a shortage of room, but we need
to have this information in order to make
the best use of OUf facilities. Water and
rest rooms will be available at several
locations on the grounds. There will be
limited shower facilities, but hookups
for water, sewer, and electricity arc not
available. Please plan on a real camp
meeting.

As usual, there will be no charge for
staying on OUf campus, but we cannot
provide either lodging or food except in
very unusual circumstances. Please do
not take it for granted that we will be
able to provide special services for those
who need them.

Instead, please call and let us know
what your needs are. We will do our best
to accommodate all who desire to attend,
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ehurch through all time. The sin com-
mitted by these persons was similar to
that of Achan, and the power of God
searehed them out and brought swift
retribution upon them. He who bade
Joshua rise from his position of humilia-
tion and search within the camp of Israel
for the reason of their defeat, the same
Jesus searched out the hidden iniqUity of
Ananias and his wife and told Peter what
course he must pursue toward them.

While the servants of God are in
constant danger of indulging a zeal that
is wholly human, and while great harm is
done by those who seem to be in their
element in censuring, reproving, and
condemning their brethren, there is fully
as great danger of going to the opposite
extreme, and making the sum and sub-

Bulletin Board
but, unfortunately, there are limits to
what our staff can undertake during the
hustle and bustle of camp meeting.

If you do not plan to stay on our
grounds, you need not make a reserva-
tion with us. You should, however, make
reservations ahead of time at the hotel or
motel of your choice. The following may
be of some assistance:

Motel Pllyallup---25 miles north of
Hope International. Call (206) 845-8825.

Northwest Motor Inn-25 miles
north of Hope International. Call (206)
841-2600.

Eagle's Nest Motel-IO miles south
of Hope International. Call (206) 569-
2533.
Tunwax Lake Resort-6 miles

north of Hope International. Call (206)
879-5533.
La Grande Hotel and RV Park-

10 miles south of Hope International.
Call (206) 832-6643.

Ministry ofHealing Seminar

Two one-week seminars (May 16-
22, June 2G-26) providing: (1) hands-on
training in how to give fomentations,
fever baths, contrast baths, heating com-
presses, charcoal poultices, massage,
diet, and herbs for the treatment of dis-
ease; (2) lect ures on the major themes of
The Ministry of Healing-Chris!'s
method of healing, God's eight laws of

stance of Christian duty consist in love.
The apostle Paul writes to his son
Timothy, "Preach the word; be instant in
season, out of season; reprove, rebuke,
exhort with all long-suffering and doc-
trine." 2 Timothy 4:2. This work is just
as essential to the prosperity of the
church as is the exercise of gentleness,
forbearance, and love. Those who are
consecrated to God will be as faithful to
reprove and rebuke sin with all long-
suffering and doctrine, as to comfort and
encourage the desponding, and
strengthen the weak. All who love God
will show their abhorrence of sin. II!!

Signs of the Times, vol. 1, 221-224
(April 21 and May 5, 1881)

health, true and false principles in physi-
cal healing and mental development,
choice and preparation of the Christian
home; (3) a special Sabbath program
featuring a comprehensive overview of
Seventh-day Adventist Church history.

If you have always wanted to learn
these things, or if you need a refresher,
now is your opportunity. Room and board
(if needed) is $40; tuition is $35. Preregis-
tration required. Call (206) 832-6602.

Hydrotherapy Seminar

A three-day seminar (July 30-
August 1) on hydrotherapy and nutri-
tion. Hands-on training in giving fomen-
tations and fever baths. Demonstrations
of other treatments. Classwork on the
true principles of nutrition. Tuition is
$15 per person. Call (206) 832-6602.

Country Haven Academy

Academy-age students and their
parents are invited to a special Open
House Weekend at Country Haven
Academy near Pasco, Washington, April
27-29. On Sabbath, meetings will be
conducted by Dr. Vernon Shafer. Sun-
day will feature a regular weekday
schedule of classes and work, giving
prospective students a taste of real life at
Country Haven. Call (509) 266-4940 or
4422 for information and registration.
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Our Saviour
"Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in
sin did my mother conceive me." Far from
establishing the thought, however, that
David was guilty at conception, the
Psalmist, after acknowledging guilt from a
personal act of rebellion against God (see
verse 4), is merely explaining the source
of weakness which was his downfall.
Being thus weakened by our inheritance
we find that "all have sinned, and [con-
tinue to1come short of the glory of God."
Romans 3:23. Truly, from Adam we re-
ceive nothing but lhe ability 10 sin. a
result of Adam's disobedience, every
human being is a transgressor of the law,
and is sold under sin." Manuscripl Release
558, 1. Sin brings guilt and death.
related to the first Adam, men receive
from him nothing but guilt and the sen-
tence of death." The Seventh-day Advent-
ist Bible Commentary, vol. 6,1074

These passages portray the inevitable
outoome of the weakness, infinnity, and
disability inherent in man's fallen, sinful
nature. This weakened nature is powerless
to resist sin; sin in turn brings guilt and
death. Thus guilt and death are earned, not
imputed. "By one man sin entered the
world, and death by sin; and so death
passed upon all men, for that all have
sinned." Romans 5:12; emphasis supplied
in all quotations unless otherwise noted.

already in need of forgiveness, that he is
already worthy of death because of
Adam's guilt which is imputed to him,
leads to fatal conclusions. Building on
the premise that sin is what one is, not
what one does or wills, undermines the
saving truths God has bestowed upon
His people.

By the light of the sanctuary message
we recognize that Christ is now engaged
in the last aClS of mediation for His
people. Soon the censer will be cast to
the earth, and nothing will stand be-
tween man and the jUdgments of God.
Therefore His people must prepare
themselves now to endure the time of
trouhle, when they must stand before
God without a mediator. But if we are in
need of the merits of Christ's interces-
sion by reason of an ineradicahle sinful
nature, how will we be able to stand?
Fidelity to the hiblical teaching on the
nature of man and the nature of Christ
will not cause us such problems.

The Nature of Man

Inspiration is clear that, though man is
born with infinnities, or disabilities, he is
not born with guilt. Notwithstanding,
Psalm 51:5 is sometimes cited in an effort
to prove that man is guilty at conception.

THE servant of the Lord has told us:
"The humanity of the Son ofGod is

everything to us." Selected Messages,
book 1, 244. It is no wonder then that
this truth has become a prime target of
the enemy of our souls. The issues in-
volved in this controversy go to the very
heart and foundation of the message
which God raised up the Seventh-day
Adventist Church to proclaim.

As this controversy has threatened to
polarize elements in the church, an at-
tempt has been made to find a commOn
ground between those whose major em-
phasis is seen to be "Christ our Substi-
tute" and those whose major emphasis is
perceived to be "Jesus the model Man."
This synthesis has been gaining momen-
tum in Adventism and recently has re-
ceived a very influential endorsement.1

Unfortunately, this new approach
succeeds only in masking the poison of
"guilt imputed from conception" with
the sugar-coating truth of "necessary
character perfection." The Bible defines
sin as the transgression of the law, rebel-
lion against the government of Heaven,
an act of the will nOI governed by faith.
See 1 John 3:4; Romans 14:23; The
Great Controversy, 493. But starting
with the faulty premise that sin is what
one is, that when a man is born he is
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Although we inherit disabilities, as, in
repetition of the Fall, God visits the iniquity of
the fathers upon the children, we are assured
that the son shall not die for the sins of the
father, but for his own sins only

Guilt is nOl inherited, but comes only as a
result of commilting sin. "The soul that
sinneth, it shall die. The son shall not bear
the iniquity of the father, neither shall the
father bear the iniquity of the son: the
righteousness of the righteous shall be
upon him, and the wickedness of the
wicked shall be upon him." Ezekiel ]8:20

Clearly, it is not guilt that is inher-
ited. Infirmities, however, are inherited.
"I the LORD thy God am a jealous God,
visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon
the children unto the third and fourth
generation of them that hate me; and
shewing mercy unto thousands of them
that love me, and keep my command-
ments." Exodus 20:5...{j

The Spirit of Prophecy gives some
insight into the manner in which this
inheritance of weakness is transmitted:
"As a rule, every intemperate man

who rears children transmits his inclina-
tions and evil tendencies to his offspring;
he gives them disease [rom his own
inllamed and corrupted blood. Licen-
tiousness, disease, and imbecility arc
transmiltcd as an inheritance ofwoe from
father to son and from generation to
generation, and this brings anguish and
suffcring into the world and is no less
lhan a repetition of the Fall o/man. _"

"And yet with scarcely a thought or
care, men and women of the present
generation indulge intemperance by sur-
feiting and drunkenness and thereby
leave, as a legacy for the next generation,

disease, enfeebled intellects, and pol-
luted morals."Adventist Home, 173

We are born severely disabled, but
we are not guilty until we ourselves
choose to partiCipate in sin. Although we
inherit disabilities, as, in repetition of the
Fall, God visits the iniquity of the fathers
upon the children, we are assured that
the son shall not die for the sins of the
father, but for his own sins only.

In an effort to refute the clear state-
ment of lruth in Romans 5:12, it has
been argued that Ihe tense of the vert>
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(aorist) used, "death passed upon all
men, for thai all have sinned," "suggests
that Adam's sin is the root cause of
death, and not subsequent sins:':!.

The basis of this argument is that the
aorist tense presents aClion as a single
occurrence in theslream of time. A correct
understanding of Paul's statement, how-
ever, is thai by Adam's one sin death has
passed on all men, for, because of the
inherited disability, all men sin. As Adam
lost liFe by one transgression, so also it
requires but one transgression for each of
his descendants toeamdcath. The point in
time suggested by the aorist occurs in the
life of each sinner-Adam's and his de-
scendants'. The law of God is the very
foundation of His government, and the
Slightest deviation from it cannot be ex-
cused, without compromising the integ-
rity of His throne.

But the argument is also raised that
the parallelism in Romans 5:17-19 is
between Adam and Christ, without ref-
erence to what the descendants of Adam
do. There is truth in this statement.
Adam and Christ have both gifted the
race with, on the one hand, death, and,
on the other hand, liFe. This truth, how-
ever, is being twisted by the explanation:
"Thus it is the obedience of Christ that
constitutes a person righteous, and not
his own obedience. Likewise, it is the
disobedience of Adam that constitutes a
person a sinner, and not merely his own
acts of sin (diSObedience).'"

This interpretation raises a serious
problem. The guilt that brings death is
imputed, and the righteousness that
brings life is imputed. The problem is
this: both the condemnation and the justi-
fication of life come unto all men, for
verse ]8 says: "Therefore as by the of-
fense ofone judgment came upon all men
to condemnation; even so by the right-
eousness of one the frcc gift came upon
all men unto justification of life." If we
say that all men have Adam's guilt im-
puted to them unto condemnation, we

mUSt then also say that all men (as many
as have been condemned) have Christ's
righteousness imputed to them unto the
justification of life. But none of us are
comfortable with such aconclusion; none
of us believe or teach universal salvation.

Imputed guilt and imputed right-
eousness outside of human choice arc
not the gifts here spoken of. The verse
merely affirms that from Adam all men
receive disability, and that [rom Christ
all men receive ability.

disobeyed, and entailed sin
upon his posterity; but God gave His
Son for the redemption of the race.
Christ took on Him the nature of man,
and passed over the ground where Adam
fell, to be tested and tried as all human
beings arc tested and tried. Satan came to
Him as an angel of light, to induce Him
if possible to commit sin, and thus place
the human race entirely under the do-
minion of evil. But Christ was vic-
torious. Christ was victorious, and man
was placed on vantage ground with God.

"When the Father gave His Son to
live and die for man, He placed all the
treasure of heaven at our disposal. There
is no excuse for sin. God has given us all
the advantages He could possibly give,
that we may have strength to withstand
the temptations of the enemy." Manu-
script Release 347, 2

The legacy Adam left his posterity
can lead only to sin, guilt, and death. The
legacy Christ left the human race can
Icad only to obedience, rightcousness,
and life. Man chooses which legacy he
lays hold of. He will receive the inheri-
tance of the master whom he servcs.

Another argument raised to prove
that guilt is associated with nature is that
even our praise and righteous deeds must
be placed upon the glowing fire of
Christ's righteousness before they can be
acceptable to God. The evidence cited is:

"The religious services, the prayers,
the praise, the penitent confession of sin
ascend from true believers as incense to
the heavenly sanctuary; but passing
through the eorrllpt channels ofIlliman-
;Iy, they arc so defiled that unless
purified by blood, they can never be of
value with God. They ascend not in
spoUess purity, and unless the Interces-
sor who is at God's right hand presents
and purifies all by His righteousness, it is
not acceptable to God. All incense from
earthly tabernacles must be moist with
the cleansing drops of the blood of
Chris!. He holds before the Father the
censer of His own merits, in which there



The Spirit of God will burn every trace of
corruption from the souls of those who must
stand "without fault before the throne of God"

is no tainl of earthly corruption. He
gathers into this eenser the prayers, the
praise, and the confessions of His
people, and with these He puts His own
spotless righlcousness. Then, perfumed
with the merits of Christ's propitiation,
the incense comes up before God wholly
and entirely acceptable. Then gracious
answers arc returned.

"Gh, that all may see thai everything
in obedience, in penitence, in praise and
thanksgiving must be placed upon the
glowing fire of the righteousness of
Christ. The fragrance of this righteous-
ness ascends like a cloud around the
mercy seat." The Seventh-day Adventist
Bible Commentary, vol. 6, 1078

Those who teach inherited guilt er-
roneously define "the corrupl channels
of humanity" as l'the carnal nature.
which taints even our best works."3]l is
further declared by them, "We cannOl
get rid of our corruptible nature, but we
must do something about OUf character.
For the corruptible will be changed at Ihe
Second Advent, but the character must
be ehanged now while Christ still in-
tcrcedes."4

This is a strange mixture of truth and
error. The second statement, taken by
itself, is absolute truth. The identification
of the carnal or fleshly nature with the
corruptible nalure is also valid. But iden-
tifying the "corrupt channels of human-
ity" with the carnal or corruptible nature
presents us with a serious problem. This
problem could be avoided if the differ-
ence between corruptible (susceptible to
corruption) and corrupt (having suc-
cumbed to corruplion) were properly
appreeiated. An apple fresh from the tree
is corruptible, but not until we discern
signs of decay would we call it corrupt.

The "corrupt channels of humanity"
are not corrupt by nature, but become
corrupted by belieVing the lies of Satan:
"Christ took our nature, fallell but not
corrupted, and would not be corrupted
unless He received the words of Satan in
place of the words of God." Manuscript
Release 1211, 3-4; emphasis in original.
Many are the lies of Satan that our
sin-darkened minds have accepted. But
the light of God's Word shining in our
hearts discovers to us the evil of those
ways that we had thought good. "To sin,
wherever found, 'Our God is a
ing fire.' Hebrews 12:29. In all who
submit to His power the Spirit of God
will consume sin. But if men cling to sin,
they become identified with it. Then the
glory of God, which destroys sin, must

destroy them." The Desire ofAges, 107.
The Spirit of God will burn every trace
of corruption from the souls of those
who must stand "without fault before the
throne of God." Revelation 14:5

If we possess a lIature SO corrupt that
it taints even our best works, we will need
the mediation of Christ until the Second
Coming. But to say this we must re-
pudiate the trulh that in the period of
earth's trouble before us we must stand in
the presence of a holy God without a
mediator. This truth, which reveals to US
OUf need to perfect character now, is
vital; we cannot repudiate it, for when the
work of mediation is finished and the

censer cast to the earth, Christ no longer
serves as our Priest. He will lay aside His
high priestly robes and assume His garb
as warring King come to reclaim His
kingdom. No longer will mercy be mixed
with the judgments of God, for He who
now is our Priest will then be King of
kings, and Lord of lords. His own elect
will have let the Spirit burn every one of
Satan's lies out of their hearts, and,
purified and holy, they will be able to
stand in the presence of Him who ex-
ecutes His judgments on the earth. Sce
Early Writillgs, 279-281. "Through
being partakers of the divine nature we
may stand pure and holy and undefiled."
Selected Messages, book 3, 131. To com-
promise the teaching of Christ's final
work of mediation is to fail to find shelter
from the approaching storm.

The Nature of Christ

Considering the severity of our disa-
bility, how can we be saved? Scripture
tells us: "For what the law could not do, in
that it was weak through the flesh, God
sending his own Son in Ihe likeness of
sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in
the flesh: that the righteousness of the law
might be fulfilled in us, whowalk not after
the flesh, but after the Spirit." Romans
8:3-4

What a wonder the salvation provided
is! Coming in the likeness of sinful flesh,
Jesus lived a sinless life, thus condemning
sin in the flesh, breaking its death grip on
the human race, so that the righteousness
of the law might be fulfilled, not only for
us, but ill us, if we walk after the Spirit.

In the present discussion, however,
those who would make Christ's humanity
different from ours place much stress on
the word "likeness." They maintain that
Christ "came in the 'likeness of sinful
flesh' (Romans 8:3)-He did nOl have
•sinful [lcsh: ''5 This argument rests on
the assumption that "likeness" here im-
plies that differences also exist. In truth,

however, "likeness" stresses similarity,
without any implicalion of the absenee or
presence of dissimilarities. It is tOlally
ambiguous on the question of whether
differences exist. In view of Ihis ambigu-
ity, how can we know what Paul means?

In Philippians 2:7 Paul tells us that
Christ "was made in the likeness of men."
\\\Is Jesus a real man, or did He just look
like a man? In Hebrews Paul tells us that
He took not on Himself the nature of
angels, bUI partook ofour flesh and blood,
becoming a descendant of Abraham.

"Forasmuch then as the children are
partakers of flesh and blood, he also
himself likewise took part of the same;
that through death he might destroy him
that had the power of death, that is, the
devil; and deliver them who Ihrough fear
of death were all their lifetime subjeet to
bondage. For verily he took not on him the
nalure of angels; but he took on him Ihe
seed of Abraham." Hebrews 2:14-16

But if the meaning of "likeness"
should still be in doubt, the use of the
verbal form, "made like," in Hebrews
2:17 leaves only one possibility as ap-
plied to Chrisl's human nalure: "Where-
fore in all thillgs it behoved him 10 be
made like unto his brethren."

What did the infant Jesus inheril
from his mOlher? Those allempting to

conlinucd on 30
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In the Flesh
CONDEMNED

the law of God that emboldcned them to
charge upon Christ the sin of Sabbath-
breaking. Could they have found one
action thai violated any oommandmcnl in
the Decalogue, they would have lost no
time in rondemning Chris!. But it was
because no fault could be found in Him
that they had to hire men to bear false
witness against Him. In their anxiety and
determination to put Him to death, they
had to petjure their souls.

Christ took human nature upon Him,
and became adebtor to do the whole law
in behalf of those whom He represented.
Had He failed in one jot or tillIe, He
would have been a transgressor of the
law, and we would have had in Him a
sinful. unavailing offering. But He ful-
filled every specification of the law, and
condemned sin in the nesh; yet many
ministers repeat the falsehoods of the
scribes, priests, and Pharisees, and fol-
low their example in turning the people
away from the truth.

God was manifested in the nesh to
condemn sin in the nesh, by manifesting
perfect obedience to all the law of God.
Christ did no sin, neither was guile
found in His mouth. He corrupted not
human nature, and, though in the nesh,
He transgressed not the law of God in
any particular. More than this, He re-
moved every excuse from fallen man
that he could urge [or a reason for nOI
keeping the law of Goe\. Christ was
compasscd with the infirmilies of
humanity, He was beset with the fiercest
temptations, tempted on all points like as
men, yet He developed a perfectly
upright character. No taint of sin was
found upon Him.

Through thc victory of Christ the
same advantages that He had are pro-
vided for man; for he may be a partaker
of a JX>wcr out of and above himself,
even a partaker of the divine nature, by
which he may overcome the corruption
that is in the world through Ius!. In
human nature Christ developed a perfect
character. "For verily hc took not on him
the nature of angels; but he took on him
the seed of Abraham. Wherefore in all
things it behoved him to be made like
unto his brethrcn, that he might be a
merciful and faithful high priest in
things pertaining 10 God, to make recon-
ciliation for the sins of the people. For in
that he himself hath suffered being
tempted. he is able to succour them that
are tempted." "Who in the days of his
nesh, when he had offered up prayers
and supplications with strong crying and

healed a man upon the Sabbath day; but
His words made it evident that He had
not violated the command of God. He
declared that they were ignorant both of
the Scriptures and the power of God, and
reminded them that if they had known
what this meaneth, "I will have mercy,
and not sacrifice," (Mallhew 12:7) they
would not have condemned the guiltless.

He carried their minds back to the law
and to the testimony, to the words which
He Himself had spoken when en-
shrouded in the pillar of cloud, and re-
vealed to them the principles of the law
of God. He showed them that to relieve
the suffering ofeither man or beast on the
Sabbath day was in harmony with the
commandment of God. He said to them:
"What man shall there be among you,
that shall have one sheep, and if it fall into
a pit on the sabbath day, will he not lay
hold on it, and lift it out? How much then
is aman beller than asheep? Wherefore it
is lawful to do well on the sabbath days."
Mallhew 12:11-12

He pointed them to the action of
David, how when he was hungry, and they
that were with him, "he entered into the
house ofGod, and did eat the shewbread,
which was not lawful for him to cat,
neither for them which were with him, but
only for the priests." Mallhew 12:4. It was
their own ignorance of the true import of

GOD sending His own Son in the
likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin,

condemned sin in the nesh: that the
righteousness of the law might be ful-
filled in us, who walk not after the nesh,
but a[ler the Spiri!." Romans 8:3-4

Satan declared that it was impossible
for the sons and daughters of Adam 10
keep the law of God, and thus charged
upon God a lack of wisdom and love. If
they could not keep the law, then there
was fault with the Lawgiver. Men who
arc under the control of Satan repeat
these accusations against God, in assert-
ing that men cannot keep the law ofGod.
Jesus humbled Himself, clothing His
divinity with humanity, in order that He
might stand as Ihe head and repre-
sentative of the human family, and by
bOlh precept and example condemn sin
in the nesh, and give the lie to Satan's
charges. He was subjected to the fiercest
temptations thai human nature can
know, yet He sinned nOI; for sin is the
transgression of the law. By faith He laid
hold upon divinity, even as humanity
may lay hold upon infinite power
through Him. Although tempted upon
all points even as men are templed, He
sinned no!. He did nOl surrender His
allegiance to God, as did Adam.

The Pharisees accused Christ of
breaking Ihe Sabbath because He had

Ellen G. White
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Christ was compassed with the infirmities of
humanity, He was beset with the fiercest
temptations, tempted on all points like as men,
yet He developed a perfectly upright character

tears unto him that was able to save him
from death, and was heard in that he
feared; though he were a Son, yet
learned he obedience by the things
which he suffered; and being made per-
fect, he became the author of eternal
salvation unto all them that obey him."
Hebrews 2:16-18; 5:7-9

The humanity ofChrist is called "that
holy thing." Luke 1:35. The inspired
record says of Christ, He "did no sin"
(1 Peter 2:22), He "knew no sin"
(2 Corinthians 5:21), and "in him is no
sin." 1 John 3:5. He was "holy, harmless,
undefiled, separate from sinners." He-
brews 7:26. He tabernacled among men.
This testimony conccrning Christ plainly
shows that He condemned sin in the
flesh. No man can say that he is hope-
lessly subject to the bondage of sin and
Satan. Christ has assumed the responsi-
bilities of the human race, and the sins of
all that believe are charged to Him. He
has engaged to be liable [or them. He
obeycd every jot and tillie of the law, to
testify before unfallen worlds, before
holy angels, before the fallen world, that
those who oclicve in Him, who accept of
Him as their sin offering, who rely upon
Him as their personal Saviour, will be
advantaged by His righteousness, and
become partakers of His divine nature.
He testifies that through His imputed
righteousness the believing soul shall
obey the commandments of God.

John pointed to Christ, saying, "Be-
hold the Lamb of God, which taketh
away the sin of the world." John 1:29.
n,e Son of the infinite God does not
remove from man his Obligation to keep
all of God's commandments. But with
Christ formed within, the apostle de-
clares, "Ye arc complete in him, which is
the head of all principality and power."
Colossians 2:10. All our transgressions
are transferred to Christ. While He who
knew no sin was made sin for us, and the
sinless is accountcd sinful, thc rightcous-
ness of Christ is placed upon the unde-
serving, so that the repenting sinner is
declared to be sinless before God. But if
a man blinds himself to the light, and
hardens his conscience, and will not
acknowledge himself as a sinner lost and
undone, and in need of a Saviour, his sin
will remain. He does not believe in the
only-begotten Son of the infinite God.
Like Cain he refuses to offer to God the
blood of the Son of God. He refuses to
acknowledge that "God so loved the
world, that he gave his only begollen
Son, that whosoever believeth in him

should not perish, but have everlasting
life." John 3:16

It is all-important that we understand
the art of believing, that we individually
accept the provision which has been
made whereby we may have eternal life.
Divine compassion was moved by the
ruin of man, and God sent Christ into the
world in order that His own arm might
bring salvation to the human race, who
were found in peril, in helplessness, and
bound in captivity to Satan's chariot car.
God beheld man lost and ruined, and with
no possibility of recovering himself. His
intrusted capabilities and powers were

perverted from their intended design, and
degraded in the service ofself, Satan, and
sin. He saw men dropping the solemn
realities of eternity from their reckoning,
and, viewing the ruin to which they were
hastening, divine compassion is moved
for a fallen world, and provision for their
recovery is made from the limitless re-
sources of divine love.

Provision is made that those who
discern their apostasy may return to their
allegiance. Those who return will find
the Father's heart open to receive them,
full of yearning tenderness and compas-
sion toward them. Human agents are all
too precious to God to be left without
every possible effort on His part for their
recovery. In the recovery of every soul,
God will realize a peculiar joy.
"Likewise joy shall be in heaven over
one sinner that rcpentcth, marc than
over ninety and nine just persons, which
need no repentance." Luke 15:7

Evidences of Faith

It was for the recovery of the law that
Christ exhibited holy integrity in the midst
of universal corruption, and manifestcd
unwavering adherence to the right when
truth, equity, and righteousness were ob-
jects of popular contempt and scorn. He
lived out the law of God, thus giving
fullest recognition of the supreme right of

God to govern and to be obeyed even in a
world sunken in unbelief <lnd making void
His law. The more severcly He was tried,
the more faithfUlly did He adhere to the
truth ofGod.

This must also be our experience,
and if we arc partakers of Christ'S
sufferings, the more surely will we be
partakers of His glory. The more decided
the unbelief and corruption of the world
become, the more clear and conspicuous
should the integrity and loyalty or the
followers of Christ shine forth. The
more generally apostasy prevails, the
more steadfast should the children of

God stand in defense of the laws or
God's government. Christ is our Ex-
ample. When wickedness was swelling
like a roaring torrent around Him, He
stood like a rock. He was a true, faithful,
authoritative, unbending wilness for
God. What a character was that or
Christ! By beholding Him, we shall be-
come changed into His image, from
character to character. If we would
indeed be witnesses for Chrisl, we must
behold Him, work as He worked, pray as
He prayed. We must fight the right or
faith, clad in the armor of Christ's right-
eousness. Christ declared that He did
nothing or Himself, but only that which
He saw His Father do.

Ministers of God, st udy the lesson of
the life or Christ. Jude describes Chris-
tians as those "that are sanctified by God
the Father, and preserved in Jesus Christ,
and called." Jude 1. To those He gives
this salulation: j'Mercy unto you, and
peace, and love, be multiplied. Beloved,
when J gave all diligence to write unto
you of the common salvation, it was
needful for mc to write unto you, and
exhort you that ye should earnestly con-
tend for the failh which was once
delivered unto the saints." Jude 2-3 I!j

Signs of the Times, vol 3, 264-265;
(January 16, 1896)
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Although Christ was, without question, sinless,
Inspiration tells us that Jesus did inherit a
human nature degenerated physically,
mentally, and morally through four thousand
years of human history

Our Saviour
continued from 27

preserve the purity of Jesus by assigning
Him a nature unaffected by Adam's sin
ask: "How ... could Christ enter the
race through a human mother and yet be
sinless?" The solution they offer is: "The
immaculate conception of Catholicism
sidesteps this question by making Mary
unaffected by Adam's sin. Rather than
this immaculate conception, it is the
miraculolls conception that is desig-
nated by Scripture.'" Italics in original

This solution, however, makes the
manner in which Christ received a sin-
less nature the distinguishing mark be-
tween the Spirit of God and the spirit of
antichrist. In contrast, Scripture makes
the distinction, not by the manner in
which Christ received His nature, but by
what nalure Christ look.

"Hereby know ye the Spirit of God:
Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus
Christ is cOllie in the [Iesh is of God: and
every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus
Christ is cOllie in the [Iesh is not of God:
and this is that spirit of antichrist,
whereof ye have heard that it should
come; and even now already is it in the
world." 1 John 4:2-3

What is this flesh? Paul tells us:
"Now the works of the flesh are
manifest, which are these; Adultery, for-
nication, uncleanness, lasciviousness,
idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance,
emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, here-

sics, envyings, murders, drunkenness,
revellings, and such like: of the which I
tell you before, as I have also told you in
time past, that they which do such things
shall not inherit the kingdom of God."
Galatians 5:19-21

The flesh, then, when allowed to
bring forth its natural works, generates all
manner of evil and can in nowise please
God or inherit His kingdom. Although
Christ was, without question, sinless, in-
spiration tells us that Jesus did inherit a
human nature degenerated physically,
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mentally, and lIIorally through four thou-
sand years of human history.

"In our humanity, Christ was to re-
deem Adam's failure. But when Adam
was assailed by the tempter, none of the
e([ects of sin were upon him.... It was
not thus with Jesus when He entered the
wilderness to cope with Satan. fur four
thousand years the race had been decreas-
ing in physical strength, in mental power,
and in moraLworth; and Christ took upon
Him the infirmities of degenerate human-
ity. Only thus could He rescue man from
the lowest depths of his degradation." The
Desire ofAges, 117

Clearly, it was not Adam's sinless
nature that Christ inherited.

Some. however, would cite Selected
Messages, book 3, 131, as an Objection:
"Christ did not possess the same sinful,
corrupt, fallen disloyalty we possess, for
then He could not be a perfect offering."
This is, however, no objection against the
truth that Jesus dwelt in the likeness of
sinful flesh, but rather teaches that He did
not possess a carnal (fleshly) mind.
Though possessing all the physical, men-
tal, and moral infirmities of sinful flesh,
Jesus never yielded His will to serve the
luslS of the flesh-He was never "dis-
loyaL"

Similarly, objection is made to
Christ's complete identification with the
fallen raoe by citing such statemenlS as
Testimonies, vol. 2, 202: ''He is a brother
in our infl.I11l.itics, but not in possessing

like passions." This again is no objection
against the incarnation of Christ in the
likeness of sinful flesh, for we read:
"Though He had all the strength ofpas-
sion of humanity, never did He yield to
temptation to do one single act which was
not pure and elevating and ennobling." In
Heavenly Places, 155. He shared the pas-
siamofour fallen nature, but never didHe
corrupt those passiOns and succumb to
their domination by the consent of His
will to do evil: "No man can be foroed to
transgress. His own consent must first be

gained; tlze soul must purpose the sinful
act before passion can dominate over
reason or iniquity triumph over con·
science. Temptation, however strong, is
never an excuse for sin.... Cast yourself,
helpless, unwonhy, upon Jcsus, and claim
His very promise. The Lord will hear. He
knows how strong are the inclinations of
the nall/ral heart, and He will help in
every time of temptation." Testimonies,
vol. 5, 177. "Before sin exists in the hean,
the consent of the will mUSt be given."
Signs ofthe Times, vol. 3, 85

While making clear the truths of
Christ's humanity, however, there is a
caution we must exercise: "Let every
human being be warned from the ground
ofmaking Christ altogether human, such
an one as ourselves; for it cannot be."
The Seventh-day Adventist Bible Com-
mentary, vol. 5, 1129

Christ was not altogether human, such
an one as ourselves. He was fully human,
but also fully divine. "The Godhead was
not made human, and the human was not
deified by the blending togetherofthe two
natures." SelectedMessages, book 3,131

The context immediately preceding
the statement that Christ is not altogether
human, such an one as ourselves, de-
scribes the miraculous manner in which
the Holy Ghost overshadowed Mary and
became the Father of "that holy thing
which ... [is] called the Son of God."
Then the servant of the Lord continues:

"These words do not refer to any
human being, except to the Son of the
infinite God. Never, in any way, leave
the slightest impression upon human
minds that a taint of, or inclination to,
corruption rested upon Christ, or that He
in any way yielded to corruption. He was
tempted in all points like as man is
tempted, yet He is called 'that holy
thing.' It is a mystery that is left unex-
plained to mortals that Christ could be
tempted in all points like as we are, and
yet be without sin. The incarnation of
Christ has ever been, and will ever re-
main a mystery. That which is revealed,
is for US and for our children, but let
every human being be warned from the
ground of making Christ altogether
human. such an one as ourselves; for it
cannot be." Ibid., 1128--1129

"That holy thing" was not. however,
as some would have us believe, an infu-
sion of divinity into humanity. Rather
"the humanity of Christ is called 'that
holy thing.' " Signs of the Times, vol. 3,
264. "Jesus was sinless and had no dread
of the consequences of sin. With this



The law of God is not the transcript of His
nature, or of sinless human nature, but of God's
character. Therefore all the law can measure is
character

exception His condition was as yours!'
Ollr High Calling, 59

Though we cannot plumb the depths
of this divine mystery, we do know that
Christ Jesus took our leprous humanity
upon Himself, without taint of evil upon
His soul. Though born with the same
severe disabilities shared by the whole
human race, in all poinls made like unto
His brethren, nevertheless, by the power
of His Father He was able to preserve the
robe of His character spotless and
without wrinklc, a pcrfect sacrj(jcc.

"The work of Christ in cleansing the
leper from his terrible disease is an illus-
tration of His work in cleansing the soul
from sin. The meln who came to Jesus was
'full of leprosy.' Its deadly poison per-
meated his whole body. The disciples
soughl to prevent their Master from
touching him; for he who touched a leper
became himself unclean. But in laying His
hand upon the leper, Jesus received no
defilemen!. His touch imparted life-giving
power. The leprosy was cleansed. Thus it
is with the leprosy of sin-<leep-rooted,
deadly, and impossible 10 be cleansed by
human power. 'The whole head is sick,
and the whole heart fain!. From the sole of
the fool even unto the head there is no
soundness in it; but wounds, and bruises,
and putrefying sores.' Isaiah 1:5--<5. But
Jesus, coming to dwell in humanity, re-
ceilles 110pollll/ion. His presence has heal-
ing virtue for the sinner. Whoever will fall
at His feet, saying in faith, 'Lord, if thou
wilt, thou eanst make me clean: shall hear
the answer, 'I will; be thou made clean.'
Matthew 8:2-3, RY." The Desire ofAges,
266

How c:m we be sure that inheriting
sinful, fallen human nature would not dis-
qualify Christ as our sinless Substitute?
These who claim that, in order for Christ to
be our sinless Substitute, He could not have
assumed our sinful, faHen mHure SCly: "We
cannot get rid or our corruptible nature, but
we must do something about our charac-
ter.'" Thus they clearly admit tlk1t nature
and character are not the same Ihing. We
might say that our nature is the equipment
with which we have been endowed to
accomplish the development of character. It
is also acknowledged by all sides that the
requirement for a sinless Substitute is per-
fca confonnity to God's law. Sec Sigl1S of
the Tillles, vol. 3, 264. The law of God is
"the 1bund1tion ofHis throne, the trdnscript
of His character." Signs ofthe Times, vol. 2-
384. It is not the transcript ofHis nature, or
ofsinless human nmure, but ofGod's char-
acter. Therefore all the law can mC<:'1Sure is

character. Christ, by uniting divinity with
our sinful, fallen nfllure, our Oesh, IXr-
fected a character that not only fully met
the law's infinite requirement, but gave a
clear, living example of the exalted char-
acter of our high calling. He became at
once our sinless Substitute, whose right-
eousness makes our imperfect worship
acceplable and our regeneration and
cleansing possible, and also our Example
who shows us the way to life in God.

Jesus was the Son orman as fully as
are we, being come in our sinful Ocsh.

"It would have been an almost in-
finite humiliation for the Son of God to
take man's nature, even when Adam
stood in his innocence in Eden. BUI
Jesus accepted humanity when the race
had been weakened by four thousand
years of sin. Like every child ofAdalll
/-Ie accepted tile results ofthe working of
tile great law of heredity. What these
results were is shown in the history of
His earthly ancestors. He came with such
a heredity to share our sorrows and
temptations, and to give us the example
of a sinless life." The Desire ofAges, 49
Jesus was also bOl"" the Son of

God, something which we are not, until
born again by the Spirit that over-
shadowed His mother, Mary.

"Whosoever is born of God doth not
commit sin; for his seed remaineth in him:
and he cannot sin, because he is born of
God." I John 3:9

This is the marvelous gospel which
the truth of Christ's human nature opens
to our wondering souls. ''As Jesus was in
human flesh, so God means His followers
to be." Signs of tI,e Tillles, vol. 3, 372.
"Abundant provision has been made that
finite, fallen man may so connect with
God that, through the same Source by
which Christ overcame in His human
nature, he may stand firmly against every
temptation, as did Christ." Selected Mes-
sages, book 3, 130. Of Christ it is de-
clared, "Not for one momenl was therc in
Him an evil propensity." Tile Sellentll-

day Advemist Bible Commenrory, vol. 5,
1128. Of our privilege in Him it is
ten: "We need not retain one sinful pro-
pensity." Ibid., vol. 7, 943. In Him it is
made fully evident that every disability or
our inheritance can be [ully overcome.

"Now, while our great High Priest is
making the atonement for us, we should
seek to become perfect in Chris!. Not even
by a thought could our Saviour be brought
to yield to the power of temptation. Satan

finds in human hearts some point where
he can gain a foothold; some sinful desire
is cherished, by means of which his temp-
tations assert their power. But Christ de-
clared of Himself: 'The prince of this
world cometh, and hath nothing in me.'
John 14:30. Satan could find nothing in
the Son of God thHt would enable him to
gain the victory. He had kept His Father's
commandments, and there was no sin in
Him that Satan could use to his advantage.
This is the condition in which those must
be found who shall stand in the time of
trouble." The Great Call/ral'ersy, 623

Our very lives depend upon assimi·
letting into our own experience this
gospel revealed by Christ's sinless life in
sinful, human nesh. "Here are they thaI
keep the commandments of God and
have the faith of Jesus." In this time, we
must, by the power of His redeeming and
enabling grace, become like Him, follow-
ing Him "whithersoever he gocth." Only
Ihus can He draw us inlo His pavilion,
covering and protecting us from the
wrath to come. But any corruption of sin
allowcd to remain in our souls will sepa-
rate us from God and leave us helpless in
the approaChing storm. See Isaiah 59:2.
Truly, the humanity of Ihe Son of God is
everylhing to us. Ii!!
1 See Nomlnn Gulley, ··Model or Substitute'!"'
P:lrIS l-<.i, Adl'elltisf RCI'iclI, Jnnu:ll'y IS, 25,
Fcbrunry 1.8, t5,22. 1990

2: Ibid .• J::lOu:ary 25. 1990. 13
J Ibid .. February 15. 1990, 17
4 Ibid., 18
S Ibid., hnunry 25.1990.14

April 1990 Otlr Firm FOI/I/datio" 31



MarkThese Special Dates On Your Calendar
See page 24 for details

Ministry ofHealing Ministry ofHealing
Seminar #1 Seminar #2
May 16-22 June 20-26

__

1990Hope International
CampMeeting

Wednesday, July 25-Sunday, July 29
Eatonville, Washington

Colporteur Training
Seminar

by John Martin
July 30-August 1

Home Schooling
Seminar

by Gwen Hawkins
July 30-August 1

Hydrotherapy,
NaturalRemedies,
andNutrition Seminar
July 3D-August 1

Hope International
p.o. Box 940
Eatonville, WA 98328

Nonprofit
U.S. Postage

Paid
SC3tlle, \VA
Permit No. 484


